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Annual Institute and Legislative

Activities Held

TheNew MexicoAssociation
for Bilingual Education
(NMABE) in cooperation with
theBilingual Multicultural Edu-
cation Bureau (BMEB) of the
PED held its annual Bilingual
Educators Institute and Bilin-
gual EducationDay atthelL egis-
latureon January 23-24, 2006.

The Institute'sfocusthisyear
was on assessment asit pertains
to English language learners.
Speakersincluded Dr. ChrisSims
of theUniversity of New Mexico
and Dr. Don Watson, Asst. Sec-
retary for Assessment and Ac-
countability of thePED. Dr.Gla
dys Herrera Gurulé and staff of
the of the BMEB opened the
meeting with updates on:

B The hiring of Mexican,
Puerto Rican and Spanishteach-
erstomeet theever- present need
for teachers in bilingual educa-
tion programs across the state;

B TitlellI Bilingual Education
Awards;

M The annua report to the
L egislative Finance Committee
and L egislative Education Study
Committee on the current status
of Bilingual Education;

B Potential teacher exchange
programs with Nuevo Leon,
México; and

B Schoolswith bilingual edu-
cation programs that have met
AY Pandgottenout of corrective
action.

Native American Assessment
Issues

Dr. Sims updated the group
on the work of the statewide
Native American task force for
proficiency assessment in the
native languages. That group is
gathering information on the
range of teaching practicespres-
ently employed and the views of
tribal language teachers about
the goalsfor language teaching.
Thetask forcewill identify prin-
ciples for language assessment
methods reflective of the goals

of the tribes in the mgjor lan-
guage groups of the state.

She then examined some of
theissues and considerations of
assessment practices asthey re-
lateto American I ndian students
learningtribal heritagelanguages.
Language shift and erosion
among the tribal languages of
New Mexicoisagrave concern,
fostering a critical need to pro-
duce new generations of speak-
ers within the native communi-
ties. Sheexplainedtheresponses
of the tribes regarding these
needs, and contrasted the func-
tions of language in the schools
versus those within the tribal
communities. Implications for
assessment were most apparent.

Dr.DonWatson, Asst. Secre-
tary for Assessment and Ac-
countability provided a status
report on the New Mexico En-
glish Language Proficiency As-
sessment (NMELPA). Whilethe
testisnot ready, heshared antici-
pated timelinesfor test adminis-

IN Santa Fe

trator training dates (March,
2006) andtest administrationbe-
foretheend of thecurrent school
year, probably in May. Thedis-
tricts participating in the Insti-
tute were willing to meet these
federal and state mandates but
expressedtheir worriesabout the
difficult timelinesproposed.
Legislative Reception

Students from the Mariachi
Maravilloso of the Mesa Vista
School District provided enter-
tainment for the legidative re-
ceptionhel dtheevening of Janu-
ary 23,2006 at theHotel SantaFe.
David Rogers, Executive Direc-
tor of Dual Language Education
of New Mexico gaveashort talk
onpreliminary findingsfromtwo
studies involving students in
dua language immersion pro-
gramsinNew Mexico.
Bilingual Education Day at
the Legislature

January 24" was NMABE's
annual Bilingual Education Day

Continued on page 3

NMABE Conference Features Dr.JosieTinajero

Dr. Josie Tingjero, Dean of
the College of Education at the
University of Texas at El Paso
(UTEP) will deliver thekeynote
address at the second general
session of theNew MexicoAs-
sociation for  bilingual
Education’s 34" annual confer-
ence at the Embassy Suites in
Albuqguerque, NM.

Dr. Tinajero is a leading
scholar, educator and advocate

onissuesof eg-
uity and excel-
lencefor cultur-
allyandlinguis-
tically diverse
children and
families. She
has founded
programs
throughout the
Southwest that
help new edu-

cators develop the
needed skills and
knowledge to educate
our increasingly di-
verse student popula-
tion. A noted spokes-
person for culturaly
relevant pedagogy in
thecurriculum, shehas
been an invited key-
note speaker at numer-
ous international, na

tional and state conferences on
bilingual education and on is-
sues of language, equity, and
education.

Tingjero served an unprec-
edented four terms as President
of NABE—the National Asso-
ciation for Bilingual Education
(1997-2000and 2002-03) and con-
tinuestoserveontheboard. She
was also President of TABE—

Continued on page 3
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Bilingual Education School News

Truman Middle School (APS) 6" graders
invited parents to their 3¢ Open House on
Thursday and Friday, Feb 9 and 10. The parents
received progressreportsand saw their children's
dual language classrooms........ Columbus EI-
ementary School (Deming Public Schools) will
implement anew arrival center in Grades3-6 next
year........ Santa Teresa High School (Gadsden
Independent School District) isdoing agreat job
withparental involvement, holding monthly meet-
ingsfor ESL studentsand parents. Ms. Genevieve
Chaves, Assistant Principal, spearheads these
meetings. Additionally, thedistrict’ sParent Ad-
visory Council hasgrown in membership andis
now training not only parents with bilingual
student, but all parents interested in learning.
Furthermore, it provides professional develop-
ment for bilingual teachers who serve bilingual
students in the balanced literacy component of
thetransitional classroomingrades3-6........ The
Laguna Acoma High School (Grants Cibola
County Schools) has anew initiative funded by
thelndian Education Department using mediaas
away toencourageNativelanguagelearning and
speaking in the Acoma-Keres Immersion
classes........ The Chama Valley Schoolsis pre-
paring for the future of bilingual education by
having instructional assistants take courses to
become hilingually endorsed teachers. Thedis-
trict is also in the process of adopting new
Spanish materials.......The Albuquerque Pub-
lic Schools hasstandardized their bilingual seal
program for 2006-2007 which will be offered to
studentsin six high schools. This program sets
rigorous criteriafor students taking coursework
and showing competence in Spanish and
English......TheLasCrucesPublic Schoolshas
initiated ‘mandatory’ training of al personnel
this year to comply with 6.32.2.15 — Profes-
sional Development —of the Bilingual Multicul-
tural Education Act. The district provides 3
options: (1) aface-to-facetraining by thedistrict's
Bilingual Multicultural staff, (2) aweb/CT class,
or (3) a PowerPoint presentation and materials
given to school administrators so that they may
dothetraining....... Jemez Mountain's Profes-
sional Devel opment Planrequiresteachersto get
anendorsementin TESOL and Bilingual Educa-
tion. The district supports classes via federal
programfunds......TheNew M exico Highlands
Univer sity Spanish Language Immersion Insti-
tute will be held June 4-11, 2006 This provides
anintensivereview of Spanishinpreparationfor
therequired Pruebaexam. For moreinformation,
contact Dr. LorettaSalazar, |salazar@nmhu.edu
or 505-454-3535......In the Espafiola Schools,
Hernandez Elementary has received the An-
nual Y early ProgressAY P award and Chimayo
Elementary isbeing recognizedinWashington,
DC asoneof the" Schoolson the Move." Indian
Education hasnow becomeapart of theBilingual
Educationdepartmentinthedistrict........ Questa
hasimplemented atutorial programintheJunior/

Senior highcalled Content Mastery Classwhich
has reduced the numbers of failing
students......Duringthefirst semester of theschool
year, the Farmington Municipal Schools
completed a needs assessment of district ESL
programs. Thisincludedvisitstoall schoolsand
classrooms, with assistance from Dr. Linda
Simmons (Ft Lewis College) Thereport on ESL
findingswas giventoall administrators. Thegoal
for the second semester is to develop an ESL
curriculum for K-12 tied to NM Standards and
Benchmarkswith objectivestied tothedistrict's
Educational Plan for Students Success The
district's Spanish Language Curriculum guide
was approved at the FM S School Board. Lynda
Valencia, Spanish Facilitator for the bilingual
programs presented a “fun” lesson entirely in
Spanish, and school board members had to
respond in Spanish. Teaching techniques used
were: visuals
(pictures), manipulatives (word spell), and total
physical response........ The Family Leadership
Institute hasbeenimplemented to help Hispanic
familieswhohavechildrenenrolledintheClovis
schools. AtLaCasitaElementary, parentsare
activeinthe Family Leadership Instituteand are
taking an assertive stand in becoming more in-
volved. They voice the positive academic out-
comestheir child/children are gaining from par-
ticipating in a Dual-Language program. The
after-school program targetsthe academic chal-
lenges the students face and promotes the fine
artsthrough folkl6ricodanceandguitar. TheTitle
| ESL Program Specialist positionisdesignedto
helpteacherswhohave EL L studentswhodo not
participate in the bilingual education
program........ ThePortalesschool shavedoubled
the number of bilingual servicesto studentsthis
year. This is year two of the 50-50 model
programsin grades K-1 . Next year the cohort
group will move to 2™ grade. The program is
open for mono-English and mono-Spanish stu-
dentswhowishtoacquireasecond languageina
50-50 setting. The 90-10 model isalso achoice
for parents and students. Mr. Rick Segovia,
Principal of Lindsay Elementary ispromoting
theFineArtsinitsextended day program offering
beginning guitar. This program is designed to
promote culture, critical thinking, the Spanish
language, and an appreciation of music. Portales
High School is now offering, two classes de-
signed for advanced Spanish native speakers,
taught by Mrs. AlfredaSigala. TheHispanic sub-
groupsinall gradelevelsmet AY Pfor the 2005-
2006 school year. Summer professional devel op-
mentin SIOPresearchbased strategieswill beon
June 26-30, 2006 for Cohort group (2) two. All
certified employees of PMSD will eventually
receive the training provided by Dr. Socorro
Herrera from the University of Kansas. The
districtalsoprovidesfundstoteachersfor TESOL
and BLED coursesthrough EasternNew Mexico

University.
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LESC Writes to USDE Secretary Spellings DbualanguageMiddle
Charter School

The Legislative Education
Study Committee(LESC) isabi-
partisan, bicameral standing
committee of the New Mexico
Legislaturethat studiesfunding
and other issues pertinent to
public education. On August 8,
2005theL ESC submitted aletter
urging Secretary Spellings to
consider "removing impedi-
ments' faced by the state in
implementing the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001.

The letter, published in the
2006 L ESC Reporttothe Second
Session of the Forty-Seventh
Legislature, outlines "specific
federal regulatory and statutory
reguirements that have proven
problematictoour school reform
efforts’. Itincludes anumber of
areas of concern. Of interest to
bilingual educators in New

MexicoistheattentiontheL ESC gaveto Englishlanguagelearners.
The letter states:

"Requirementsregarding bilingual educationintheNew Mexico
Constitution and the state Bilingual Multicultural Education Act
potentially conflict with NCL B mandates regarding assessment of
English-language learners, aswell asthethree-year timeframefor
achieving English language proficiency. The Spanish languageis
rooted in four centuries of New Mexico history, and Article VI,
Section 8 of our Constitution reflectstheintention that, through its
educational system, New Mexico shall remain a bilingual state.
Statute confirms this commitment and provides a mechanism for
maintaining abilingual, bicultural population. In the case of non-
Spani sh speaking English-languagelearners, including speakers of
American Indian languages, the standardized assessmentsor alter-
native assessment protocol s based on New Mexico academic stan-
dardsrequired by NCLB do not yet exist; therefore, those students
are at adistinct disadvantage. We are concerned, also that the US
Department of Education has heretofore ignored solid research
showing that achieving second language proficiency requires at
least sevenyears, not three. Weareparticularly concerned that dual
languageimmersion programsnow inplacein several New Mexico
schools may bethreatened by the three-year limit, despite research
indicating that such programs are notably effective in producing
long-term academic success for students."”

Continued from page 1 Legislative Activities
at theStateCapitol. This activity bringstogether bilingual educators

fromacrossthe state to shareinformation about their programswith
their local legislators. Student entertainment, held during thelunch

showing effectiveness in:

e MakingAcademicY early Progress(AYP)

School principals, teachers,
bilingual coordinators and stu-
dents who were present for the
recognitionceremony receiveda

hour in the Capitol rotunda, featured Sefiora Montoya's Spanish  plaqueand$2,000.
DanceandtheLili Mace sNavajo Dancersfromthe Cubalndepen-  District  School(s)
dent Schoolsand also theZuni Pueblo School District DanceGroup.  Albug. Dolores Gonzales
Special Recognition by Secretary Garcia LaMesa
Secretary of Education V eronicaGarciarecognized ten schools . Longfql low
. 4 . . - : Clovis LaCasita
inNew Mexicooffering Titlel 1 bilingual education programsthat are . .
Deming Martin
; . o DemingMiddle
e MeetingAnnua MeasurableAchievement Objectives(AMAOS)  Hopbs Taylor
* \ Jefferson
»  Demonstrating Student Progresswith Short-cycle Assessment | ;scruces  McArthur
Lovington  Llano

e Using Qualitative Measures

Scholarships Available

The Embassy of Spain's Education Office hasannounced schol arshipsfor teachersand administra-
torsinterested in attending auniversity summer courseof study in Spain. Itwill becarried out for three
weeksinJuly, andincludestuition, room and board. The Spanish Resource Center in Albuquerqueal so
offers$500to hel pasatravel aidto 25 New Mexicanteachersor administratorsthat apply. Y oucanapply
onlineat: www.sgci.mec.es/usa/cursos. For moreinformation, you can contact the Spanish Resource
Center at: language.assi stant@state.nm.us and receive a free brochure.

Courses offered:

Lengua y Culturas Espafiolas/Spanish Language and Cultures

Ensefianza del Espariol a Hispanohablantes/Teaching Spanish for Heritage Learners
Metodologia para la Ensefianza del Espafiol/Methodology for the teaching of Spanish

LiteraturaInfantil/ Children’sLiterature
Cursos para Aprender Espariol/ Courses to Learn Spanish

Master en Lengua y Cultura Espafiola/Master’s Degree in Spanish Language and Culture

LaAcademiaDoloresHuerta
in Las Cruces New Mexico, a
charter dual language middle
school inNew Mexicoisnow in
itssecondyear of operation. The
entirecurriculumisdeliveredin
English one day and in Spanish
the next and al instructiona
materialsarein both languages.
It consistsof science, math, lan-
guage arts, social studies, ca
reers, PE, reading, andafinearts
component that offersmariachi,
piano, guitar, conjunto nortefio,
and ballet folklérico. Of the 121
students at the school some
speak only English, some only
Spanish, and 50 are bilingual in
both languages. There are five
bilingual education/TESOL en-
dorsed teachersand all employ-
eesarebilingual. Youmay find
out moreabout theschool at their
webste, www.academianm.org.

Continued from page 1
Josie Tinajero

TexasAssociationfor Bilingual
Education.

Among her many creditsand
awards, Dr. Tingjerowasnamed
one of 80 Most Influential His-
panicsintheU. S. by U. S. His-
panic Business Magazine and
the Outstanding U.S. Bilingual
Educator by the Education Min-
istry of Spain. In 2002 she was
named the Texas Professor of
theYear by the Carnegie Foun-
dation for the Advancement of
TeachingandtheCouncil for the
Advancement and Support of
Education. Shealsoreceivedthe
2002 Multicultural Educator
Award from the National Asso-
ciation for Multicultural Educa-
tion.

She is the author of several
comprehensive, multi-compo-
nent reading/language arts and
ESL programs, including Spot-
light on Literacy; McGraw-Hill
Reading, Cuentamundos,
CampanitasdeOroall published
by Macmillan/M cGraw-Hill; Into

Continued on page 4
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REGISTRATION FORM

THE NEW MEXICO ASSOCIATION FOR BILINGUAL EDUCATION
34th Annual State Bilingual Conference

April 6-8,2005

Embassy SuitesHotel
Name: Home Telephone: ()
Home Address:

Number and street City State  Zip

E-mail Address:
School / Position /
District Name: Grade:

REGISTRATION PROCEDURES:. Registration form must accompany your check, money order or purchase order.

Purchase order must specify namesof individual sto beregistered and typeof registration. Refundswill not bemadeafter Mar ch
10, 2006 (appliesto pur chaseor der saswell asadvance payments). PRE-REGISTRATION MUST BE POSTMARKED NO
LATER THAN March 3, 2006. Your conference payment will include NMABE membership and a subscription to Language

Magazine.

PAIDWITH:

Personal Check Purchase Order # District Check #

PRE-REGISTRATIONFEE:
Postmarked on/or before March 3, 2006

FUIl oo $240 *Student Full ... $100
One-Day.....c.coevvvernns $180 *Student One-Day ..........c.cuee.. $75

*Pleaseincludeverification of full timestudent status

ONSITEREGISTRATIONFEE:
Postmarked after March 3, 2006

[ $265 *Student Full........covvevveceeeicinns $115

One-Day.....c.coevvvnrnnns $200 *StudentOne-Day........ccucveeee. $100

MAKECHECKSPAYABLETO:
NMABE State Conference, 2006

SENDPAYMENT ANDREGISTRATIONFORMSTO:

NMABE State Conference, 2005
P.O.Box 7788

Albuquerque, NM 87194

For moreinformation, visittheNMABE Websiteat: www.nmabe.net

Continued from page 3

English! (2001); High Point (2002); and Avenues pub-
lished by Hampton-BrownBooks. Her co-edited books,
Educating Latino Sudents, The Power of Two Lan-
guages, Literacy Assessment of Second Language
Learners, and Teaching all the Children are used by
universities throughout the United States.

NMABE President
Rosalinda Altamirano
addresses audience for
Bilingual Education Day
atthe State Capitol.
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