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Funding Formula Study Task Force Wil
Impact FutureFunding of Bilingual Education

The Funding Formula Study Task Force (FFSTF) isa
committeeappointed by theNew Mexico StatelLegidature
andtheGovernor and under thedirectionof theL egidative
Council Service. It hascommissionedtheAmerican|nsti-
tutesfor Research (Al R) to conduct acomprehensivestudy
onthecurrent New Mexicopublicschool fundingformula.

Theultimategoal sof thisstudy asstated onthewebsite
www.nmschoolfunding.orginclude” (1) obtainingpublicin-
putondefiningthegoals, prioritiesandissuesinpublicschool
finance, (2) determining what it will cost to provide an
adequate education for all New Mexican students, (3)
examiningand potentialy modifyingthecurrentfundingfor-
mulatodistributethenecessary resourcesand (4) ng
availablepotential revenuesourcestofundthesechanges.”

Thefirst phaseof theproject gathered publicinput " (1) to
raisepublicawareness, (2) toidentify how New Mexicans
envisonthegoa sof itspublicschools,and (3) toseek public
input onwhat needstobedonetoachievethosegoals." This
public input was solicited through a series of town hall
meetings, thewebsiteandtargeted surveys.

Publicengagement material sfromthefirst phaseof the
study arepostedonthewebsite. A review of thesematerials
by NMABEandDLeNM rai sed seriousconcernsonfuture
fundingfor bilingua programsservinglowincome, linguisti-
callyandculturaly diversestudentsinthestate.

Atajointmeetingof NMABEand DLeNM heldinJune
in SantaFe, Board members questioned the processAIR
followedtogetinformationfromall New Mexicocongtitu-
ents. Itisunclear whether the publicengagement process
represented New M exico'sdiverse popul ationsand espe-
cially constituentsof bilingual education. A review of the
publicengagement material sshowedthat only 23 percent of
thetownhall meetingswereattendedby parents. Trandation
services were not provided at all meetings nor were the

meetingsconductedinany NativeAmericanlanguage. The
vast mg ority of surveyscompl eted prior tothetownmestings
weredoneonline. Thisprecluded participationfromcommu-
nity memberswhodo not haveaccessto computersandthe
websitetocompletethesurvey. Finally, thereisnoNative
Americanrepresentationonthetask force'sAdvisory Pandl.

Further review of theengagement material sal soreveal ed
broad statementsdownplayingtheeffectivenessof bilingual
education. For example, in the description on Program-
matic | ssuesthat Cut AcrossGradelL evels, thefollowing
isstated: “... Englishlanguage/bilingual programsdo not
work across the board because some students are not
proficientinany language.”

Thereport doesnot recogni zethat bilingual programsin
New Mexicoaremultifaceted: fromtransitional modelsto
languagerevitalizationmodel stodual languageimmersion
models. Thegoal of bilingual programsisfor all studentsto
developproficiency inboth Englishandanother language.

TheExpert Briefssectionof themateria sfeatured distin-
guishedbilingual educationresearcher, Dr. Kenji Hakuta.
Hisbrief discussesfindingsover theyearsfrombilingual
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Back to School Family
Institute Planned for Fall

On October 11 and 12, 2007, the Center for the Education and Study of
DiversePopulations(CESDP) andthe Ben L ujan L eadershipand Public Policy
I ngtitutewill host the16thannua Back to School Family Ingtituteat thenew Ohkay
Owingeh Convention Center just north of Espariola. Over 300 parents, commu-
nity members, and educatorsfromacrossnorthern New M exicoareexpectedfor
theevent.

TheFormulaFunding Task Force(See lead story, thisedition.) hasagreedto
hold itsFall meetingin conjunction withthisevent. Thisoffersan excellent
opportunity for the Task Forceto present proposed changes to the funding
formulatoan important constituency encompassinganumber of northernNew

M exicocommunitiesand Puebl os.

For registrationinformation, contact CatrinaGarciaof the CESDPtoll freeat
1-866-587-2558 or by email cgarcia@cesdp.nmhu.edu. NMABE isproudtobe

aprimary co-sponsor of theingtitutethisyear.

Historical Marker Named
after Mela Leger, Bilingual
Education Pioneer

OnJuly 19,NMABEPresident L or-
ettaSal azar attended areceptionat the
Governor'sMansion commemorating
theHistoricWomenMarker Initiative.
The reception was sponsored by the
First Lady, theDepartment of Cultural
Affairs,andtheWomen’ sForum.

In January 2006, the State of New
Mexico passed an appropriation bill
that funded theHistoricWomenMarker
Initiative. Ffty-four newhighway mark-
ers honoring historic New Mexico
womenwhomades gnificant contribu-
tionstotheir communities, thestateor
the nation will grace New Mexico's

ESLOffered Online

WNMU now offerstheNM TESOL
endorsement graduate courses 100%
online. Contact Dr. Roy Howardfor
moreinformation at (505) 722-3389.
howardr@wnmu.edu

highwaysineach county, Pueblo, and
ontheJicarilla, MescaleroandNavg o
lands. These markerswill recognize
womenof courage, visonandfortitude
found throughout the pages of New
Mexico'shistory, beginningwith pre-
Territorial days. They will serve as
historical remindersfor thegenerations
tocome.

Melal eger,early pioneerinbilingua
education will have a marker in her
namefor her work inbilingual educa-
tion.
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New Mexico BMEB Reports Activities
for 2007- 2008

TheNew MexicoBilingual Multicultural EducationBu-
reau (BMEB) hasprovided NMABE thefollowing updates
on plansand activitiesintheschool sfor 2007-2008.

New AMAO Targets

TheNew M exicoPublic Education Department (PED) is
preparing to establish new state target goals for English
languageproficiency. Therearethree Annua Measurable
Achievement Objectives; AMAO#1and#2 arebasedon
theNew Mexico EnglishLanguageProficiency Assessment
(Making Progress and Attaining Proficiency), and #3is
based on the New Mexico Standards Based A ssessment
(AcademicPerformanceof EnglishLanguagelL earners).

Number of State and Federal Programs
A total of 483 schools, from 58districts, havesubmitted

StateBilingua Multicultura Educationapplicationsandtheir
programsare approved for the 2007-08 school year. For
Titlelll Programs, atotal of 616 schools, from50districts,
havehadtheir applicationsapproved.

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
Spain

Thisinternational agreement will berenewed duringa
forma gatheringin SantaFeon August 6, 2007. Specifically
theM OU isan agreement betweenthe SpanishMinistry of
Educationand ScienceandtheNew Mexico PublicEduca-
tion Department. The memorandum offersdistrictsand
charter school stheopportunity torecruitand employ teach-
ersfromSpainwhoarespecialy quaifiedtoteachinBilingua

Continued on page 4

NMABE Expands Its Native American
Representation on the Board

TheNew MexicoAssociationfor Bilngua Educationhas
expanded Native AmericanrepresentationontheBoard of
Directors.

Inthepast, theBoard had oneNative American spokes-
person. Thisyear, therearethree. ClydeB. Vicenti joins
NMABE fromtheJicarillaApache, CarleneMurphy isa

member of theNava o Nation,andWillard Zunierepresents
thePueblopeople.

Thisnew configurationontheNMABEBoard will helpto
better understand and addressissuesinbilingual education
fromtheNativeAmerican perspective. WELCOME!

NMABE Attends Formula Funding
Study Task Force Meeting

Dr. RodolfoChavez, NMABE President El ect, attended
the 11thmeeting of the FormulaFunding Study Task Force
(FFSTF) on June 26th. The meeting was chaired by Rep.
Mimi Stewartandfollowedanearlier meeting of theadvisory
groupwheretheletter craftedby NMABEandDLeNM was
read. (Seelead story, pagel.)

Thecommitteeconsi stsof statesenatorsand representa-
tivesfromvariouspartsof thestate, alongwithtwogovernor

appointees. NM NEA andtheNew Mexico School Boards
Associationarea sorepresented.

The FFSTF will completeitswork over the next five
months. Atthenext meeting on August 30 and 31 they will
discussthefunding study recommendations.

Sometimeafter October 8, AIR andtheFFSTFwill notify
thepublicof itsfindingsand securefurtherinputinforumsand
townmeetingsacrossNew Mexico.
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NMABE
Creates

Strategic Plan

New Board members of NMABE
metin Junetocreateastrategicplanfor
theorganization. Theplandignspresent
and future activity of NMABEtothe
missionstatement andobjectivesovera
3toSyear period. Thiswill ensureclear
direction and continuity of purpose
over theyearsasnew NMABEBoard
membersareel ected.

For 2007-2008, NMABE plansto
strengthentheorganizationby increas-
ing membership, seekingmoreconfer-
encesponsors, and increasingthenum-
ber of affiliates. Sincelocal bilingual
programsneed support frominformed,
knowledgeableprincipals, programdi-
rectors, and superintendents, NMABE
planstoincreasether participationinits
professona developmentactivities. Fi-
nally,itplanstooffer aleadershipacad-
emy tonurtureanddevel opfuturelead-
ersinbilingual education.

Moreinformation can befoundon
theNM ABEwebsite, www.nmabe.net.

Continued from page 3

Education programs, and/or to teach
Spanishlanguageandculture. Access
tomateria sinSpanishandprofessional
devel opment opportunitiesarea sopart
of thisMOU.

NMELPAKiIindergarten

OnMarch 23, 2007, acommitteeof
fourteenkindergartenteachersfromfive
districtsmetinBernalillowith PED of -
ficialsfromAssessmentandBilingual
Education to review shelf Harcourt
preliteracy assessmentsfor Prereading
(PR) and Prewriting (PW). OnJune?,
2007, the committee met again with
Harcourt ELL development staff tore-
viseand/or approvethedeve opeditems
proposed by Harcourt based on the
March 23rd recommendations. No
changesfor thelistening and speaking

subtests were recommended by the
committee. Therevisedkindergarten
test must be administered to all ELL
Kindergarten studentsinthe Spring of
2008. The committee aso recom-
mended that testing in kindergarten
shouldonly beallowedinthe Spring.

Visiting Teachers (Mexico &
Spain)

For SY 07-08atotal of el eventeach-
ers sxfromSpanandfivefromMexico,
were recruited and offered teaching
positions. Districtsparticipatingthis
upcomingyearindudeL asCrucesPublic
Schools hosting five teachers from
Spain, Albuquergque Public Schools
hostingtwoteachersfromMexico, Santa
FePublic School shogtingthreeteachers
from Mexico, and Carifios Charter

(Espaiola) hogtingoneteacherfromSpain.

Continued from page 1

education programs across the nation
and around the world. These research
findings confirm that English language
developmentishest achievedwhenstrong
academic skills are developed in one's
first language. Yet, this information
does not seem to be recognized in the
New Mexico report.

Atthe June meeting, the Board mem-
bers of NMABE and DLeNM devel-
oped an action plan. Membersdrafted a
letter stipulating concerns which was
publicly read at the June 26 task force
meeting. A talking pointsbrief wasalso
developed with commitments made by

Board members to contact legislators
personally throughout July and August
to illustrate weaknesses and the bias in
thestudy. Theseactionsareboth critical
and urgent due to the short timeline of
the task force to complete its work in
upcoming months.

NMABE will request an opportunity
to go before the Legidative Education
Study Committeeto elaborate concerns
attheir next meetingin September. Time
is critical at this point. CONTACT
LESC LEGISLATORS TODAY! To
find contact information go to
www.legis.state.nm.us, committees,
L egidlative Educaton Study Committee.

ESL --- Every Student Learns!

Teaching Englishasa Second L anguage(ESL ) isanintegrd partof bilingual education. Asaspecidized componentwithin
theprogram, ESL isneededtoensureappropriatedevel opment of Englishasstudentsacquireconceptsinsubj ect areasof the
curriculum. Ingructioninandthroughthenativel anguagesof New M exi co--SpanishandtheNative A meri canl anguagesof Apache,
Navgo, Tewa, Tiwa, Towa, Zuni andK eres-makeour programs'bilingud". Equalyimportant, however,isESL . Itisespecialy
critica wheninstructioninthenativelanguageisnot available.
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