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Local Director Presents at National Conference

Professional Developmentfor Bilingual Education and Native Language Programs

Dr. CarlosAbeyta, Director of Bilingual Educationwith
theBernalillo Public School sshared professional devel op-
ment strategiesusedinhisdistrict for colleaguesattendingthe
OELA 1V SummitinWashington DCin November. The
U.S. Officeof EnglishLanguageAcquistion updatesdl Title
Il programdirectorsat thestateandlocal level oncurrent
research, pedagogy, and effectivepracticesat thisannual
mesting.

Dr. Abeytawas one of afive-member panel for rural
educationdiscuss ng effectiveteacher trainingandclassroom
strategies. Thedistricthasprovided professional develop-
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ment to Native language teachers and regul ar classroom
teachersthrough assistancefromtheTitlelll direct grant
fromtheUSDE. Asaresult, endorsementshaveincreased
from 19 Bilingual Education teachersto 58, and from 21
teachersendorsedin TESOL to98inthreeyears.
Teachertrainingismadepossi bl ethroughagreementsthat
thedistricthasnegotiatedwiththeUniversity of NewMexico
and New MexicoHighlandsUniversity. Every semester,
classesleading to endorsementsare paid by Titlel1l and
offered on site. For teachers who are seeking Masters
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DegreeswithaTESOL or Bilingua Educationfocus, tuitionandtextbooksarepaid
by thegrant attheUniversity.

Severd recruitment andretention strategi eshavebeenusedinthepasttwoyears
withother districtresources. First, thedistrict Board of Educationva uesthestudent
population and their cultural backgrounds and have approved a policy that
prioritizesthehiring of teacherswhoarealready endorsed. Second, thestudents
cultureandlanguagearesupported, and thepolicy directsteacherstoencourage
usingthestudents' lifeexperiencesintheir classes. Lagt, thepolicy mandatespaying
astipend of $1,500inadditiontosal ariestoteacherswhoareor becomeendorsed.

Each of thePuebl osaresovereignand havetheir owntribal councilsthat shape
theirtraditional lives. Threeof the Puebloshavenegotiated memorandumsthat
outlinehowtheschool districtass stsinmaintainingtheirlanguageandculture. These
agreementshavecomeabout through careful andysi sof languagel ossesandtrusting
rel ationshi psbetweenthedistri ct and thetribal governments.

The tribes that have approved Native language programs have noticed an
enrichedlanguagerevitdizationwiththehe pof theentirevillage. "Wehavefound
that studentswhoaregoingthroughtheir languageand cultureclassroomsaredoing
better academically oncriterionreferencedtestsandwhenat thehigh school, their
gradesaresuperior toother tribeswithout alanguageprogram. Wehavefoundthat
they arenot only learninglanguagebut their lifeand culturearevalidated while
connectedtotheacademicworldat school. Thishasal soconnectedtheparentsto
theschool." said Dr. Abeyta.

Dual Language Program
Students Create Poetry

Mrs. TeresaDuran, a6thgrade English LanguageArtsand Literatureteacher
fromTrumanMiddleSchools Dua Languageprogramsharesthefollowing poetry
withNMABE members. José isarecentimmigrant fromMexico, Jasmineisan
English speaker learning Spanish and Christinaisabilingual studentwhois

maintai ning her heritagel anguage.
YO ME FUNKY POEM
By José Ruiz By Jazmine Maestas By ChristinaMata
Joven Jovid Cool
Oscuro Aries H ilarious
Sabio Zany R ocker
Enfocado M agnificient | ntelligent
Rudo | ntelligent Shell
Unido Nice Taentd
| nteligente Energetic | nteresting
Z apatos N ew York

A wesome
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