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NMABE 36th Annual
State Bilingual Education Conference

April 10-12, 2008
Embassy Suites Hotel

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Conference Theme
Language and Culture Alive for the Next 35

 35 años  en  el futuro--¿lengua y cultura? ¡Seguro!
Diné  bizaad  bee yátli’ dóó  diné  bee  i’ool’iilíjí

iináadoo,  taadiin  ashdla’  dóó yiwoji’
Nazaa  shii  nagot’í’íí it’ á  meedaahinndá  káadin

ashdlé’ manaagozhííshdee’ áá.

Keynote Speaker
Jimmy Cabrera

Entertainment
Mariachi Buenaventura

Cuarenta y Cinco

More information posted as it becomes avaialable on NMABE
website, nmabe.net
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On August 27, 2007 Secretary of
Education, Dr. Verónica García issued a
memorandum to all Superintendents, Test
Coordinators, and Bilingual Education
Directors to clarify the New Mexico
English Language Proficiency Assess-
ment (NMELPA) for Kindergarten stu-
dents.

The Kindergarten assessment was
revised to make it a more developmen-
tally appropriate test.  As part of the
revision process, potential new test items
were reviewed by a representative state-

PED Secretary Clarifies NMELPA for Kinder

NMABE January Institute
Will Address Bilingual
Special Education

The New Mexico Association for Bilingual Educa-
tion holds an annual Bilingual Educators' Institute in
conjunction with Bilingual Education Day at the State
Capitol during the Legislative session.  This year, the
NMABE institute features Dr. Leonard Baca of the
University of Colorado.  Dr. Baca's well recognized
expertise is in the area of Bilingual Special Education.
He will talk about issues school districts face in identi-
fying, assessing and designing appropriate educational
responses for English language learners under IDEA.
The Institute will be held in February.  Look for more
information on this activity and Bilingual Education Day
at the Legislature in the November Noticiero.

wide committee of Bilingual Kindergar-
ten teachers. Ultimately, most selected
items came from Harcourt Assessment’s
preliteracy test item pool; however, some
of the prewriting items were developed
by the Bilingual Kindergarten Review
Committee.

According to the Memorandum is-
sued by the Secretary, the new Kinder-
garten assessment differs in several im-
portant ways from the previous K-2
version (which is now the Fall/Winter
Primary Level Grades 1-2 version).

Summer Spanish Immersion Institute
NMHU’s  summer  Spanish Immersion institute to

prepare teachers for Prueba will be held on  June 8-15,
2008.  For more information, contact  Jayni Flores at
(505) 454-3146 or ljflores@nmhu.edu.
 

Some changes include:
• Number of items and testing time;
• Elimination of the Writing Conven-

tions subtest;
• Administration of the prereading test

in small groups;
• Individual administration of the pre-

writing subtest;
• Administration during the Spring

NMELPA testing  window only.
Details about the revised kindergar-

ten assessment will be posted to PED’s
website prior to the spring administration.
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