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Secretary Veronica Garcia

Welcomes NMABE Members

Secretary Veronica Garcia opened
the NMABE conference in April with
encouraging words about her goals for
bilingual education in New Mexico. She
emphasi zedtheimportanceof recognizing
thevalueof bilingual educationand main-
tainingthefirstlanguageasimportantlinks
to family and other community members.
"New Mexico'srich cultura heritage is
reflected in the many languageswe speak
and I'm proud that our school system
offers parentsthe opportunity to continue
theirlinguidtictraditionsinbilingua schools™
Shewasunableto keep her native Spanish
because her parents chose to educate her
inEnglish. "Therewasnobilingual educa-
tion when | went to school." Secretary
Garcia added.

She called attention to the research

base that supports positive academic out-
comes of well designed and well imple-
mented bilingual educationprograms. "In
order to close the achievement gap we
must continue to support and expand our
bilingual educationa offerings. Toomany
children have abandoned the languages
spoken by their families for generations
when they entered the public school sys-
tem."

She aso reinforced the importance of
accountability for program effectiveness
and fiscal oversight.  "Accountability
requires a team effort that includes all
stakeholders." Accountability reportswill
bepresented annually totheL egidatureas
requiredby law. TheBilingua & Multicul-
tural Education Bureau made its first re-
port to the Legidative Education Study

Committee in December.

"In this report, we presented baseline
data on both student performance and
tracking of Bilingual Education program
funds. Accountability reportswill bepre-
sented annually to the Legidature as re-
quired by thelaw."

After discussing the successes seen
in bilingual programsin New Mexico,
Secretary Garcia concluded, "The
present and thefutureof educating bilin-
gual students strongly depend on how
much we value, appreciate and use our
languagesfrom generation through gen-
eration."

NMABE appreciates our Secretary's
words. Quality intheimplementation of
our programsis everybody's job.

Summer Immersion Institutes Continue

Every summer, teachers working on
their endorsement in Bilingual Education
canattend summerimmersioninstitutesat
New Mexico universities in preparation
forthe Spanishlanguageproficiency exam,
Prueba. The ingtitutes are the result of
legidationsponsored by former Represen-
tative J. Paul Taylor. Four universities
offer the indtitutes: New Mexico High-
lands University (NMHU), Eastern New
Mexico University (ENMU), the Univer-
sty of New Mexico (UNM) and New
Mexico State University (NMSU).

In addition to this, Western New
Mexico Univer sity will offer three total

immersion classes in Nuevo Casas
Grandes, Mexico this summer. The
three-week classeswill beginonJuly 1
andend July 23, 2005. Eachclasswill
beathree-credit class. Theclassesare
Spanishimmersion, Multicultura Edu-
cationinMexico, and Cultural Studies
through Clay by NicolasQuesada. For
more information call Mrs. Tolar at
(505) 538-6415, or contact her at
tolart@wnmu.edu.

New Mexico State University will
be sponsoring its Spanish Language Im-
mersion|ngtitutefor classroomteachersin

bilingual educationsettings. in Chihuahua
City, Mexico during the week of July 17-
25. Thefocusof theinstitutewill beonthe
useof Spanishinauthenticsettings, bothin
the classroom and in the broader commu-
nity of Chihuahua. Inaddition,instruction
will takeaparticular emphasison Prueba.
Three credit hours of university credit
through NMSU will be granted at the
completionof theingtitute. Pleasecontact
MariaMercadoat (505) 646-1282 email:
mariamm@nmsu.eduor GraceMartinez
at  (505) 646-2290 email:
gmartine@nmsu.edu for further infor-
mation.
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NMABEWelcomes
'05-'06 Board

OnJune 30, 2005 outgoing board mem-
bers welcomed NMABE's new Board of
Directors & its annud leadership session
held at theend of eachfisca year. The'04-
‘05 board members shared the expertise
they gained during year to help new board
members cregte its fabric of goads and
activitiesfor NMABE membership for the
'05 - '06 school year.

Gabrid Bacaof theTitlel officeof the
PED turned the gavel over to Rosalinda
Car redn Altamirano, bilingua education
coordinator with the Las Cruces Public
Schools. Rosdinda served as President
Elect last year and isNMABE'sincoming
President. Much appreciation goes out to
Gabried whodid suchagreat jobleadingthe
organizationthisyear.

Dr. Julia Rosa Lépez Emdie, who
retired from ENMU last year, Sepsin as
President Elect. This podition requires a
three-year commitment to the NMABE
board, giving continuityinmeetingtheorge-
nization'sgods.

Dr. Loretta Salazar, former professor
of bilingua education a NMHU, will be
NMABE's new vice president.

Dr. Roy Howard of WNMU continues
as Secretary, amultifaceted position he has
handledsowell over theyearsservingasthe
Editor in Chief of the Noticieroand dso as
NMABE's webmadter.

NMABE thanks Ricardo Sanchez of
the Bloomfield schoolsfor thework he has
done over the past few years as Treasurer

of the association. Ana Lee Maedtas of
Albuquerque will serve as our new Trea
surer.

In the Parent Representative position,
NMABE wel comesitsnew board member,
MarleneParraPadron, whoisthe Direc-
tor of Bilingual Education for the Deming
PublicSchools.

Alsonewtotheboardfor'05- '06isWilfred
Eriacho, retireddirectorof bilingua education
from the Zuni Public Schools. Wilfred will
serveasour new Native American Represan
tative. Many thanks go to Tina Deschenie
whosavedinthispostionwithgreatdedication
andcommitmentthispastyear andprior tothet
asNMABESsvice presdent. Thanksasogo
to Cedlia Slentman Carr from Centrd
Consolidated SchoolswhosarvedasMember
a Large this year and previoudy hdd the
NativeAmericanReppaostion. Both Tinaand
Cedliasnglehandedly putontheNativeAmeri-
canLiteracy Festivd andtheveryfirs NMABE
Pow Wow for this year's conference.

NMABE hasthree dfilistes The North-
ern Consortium for Bilingua Education, the
Southern NM Consortium  for Bilingual/
Multiculturd Educationand Dud Languege
Education of New Mexico. Each dfiliates
representative to NMABE, (Dr. Carlos
Abeyta of the Berndlillo Schoals, Dr. Luis
"Nacho" Quifiones of the charter schoal,
Academiadel diomasy CulturainLasCruces
and TeresaDurén of APS, respectively) will
continue to represent the views and issues of
each dfiliaewdl asthey havein the pedt.

Lagt but certainly not leest, NMABE con-
tinuestogppred atethecritical contributionsthat
Dr.GladysHerreraGur ulé our sateDirec-
tor of Bilingud Education, mekestothededi-
donsand activitiesof theassodiation.

Continued from page 1

Eagern New Mexico Univergty hdd
itsinditutefrom June5thto June12th. There
were 10 participants this year: a 1¥ grade
teacher from Belén, a4th gradeteacher from
Roswell, ahigh school Spanishteacher from
Dexter, aSpecid Ed. teecher from Clovis, a
hilingud Ingructiond AssigantfromCarlsed,
and five pre-service teechers dill seeking
certification.

The sudents received six credit hoursin
the eight days of the workshop, three in
SpanishandthreeinBilingua Education. On

the 13", they took the exam. "Teachersfdt
well prepared for the exam and expressd
that they hed learned a tremendous amount
duringtheeightdays" saldGeni Hores, Direc-
tor of the Indtitute.

"Aswel| aslearning Spanishgrammearand
accent placement, etc., our sudents dso
learned some Baile Foddrico, they had a
virtud tour of al Spanish spesking countries,
they learned a lot about Venezuela, e
Movimiento Chicano, and they were well
entertained by a magician/ventriloquigt. It
wasabusy but enjoyableweek."
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