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Students Excel at NMABE's 36th Annual
State Bilingual Education Conference

Student competitionwasat itsfinest at the
NMABE State Spanish Spelling Bee and
Native American Language Festival held
during the 36th Annual State Bilingual Edu-
cation Conference.

TheNMABE State Spanish Spelling Bee
brought 34 district champions from across
the state together to compete in what was a
spell-binding, *“sit-on-the-edge-of-your-
seat” competition.

The Native American Language Festival
had over 250 participants, the largest ever.
Festival competitors represented schools
acrosstheNavajoNationinNew Mexicoand
Arizona and also students from Zuni and
Jémez Pueblos. It wasthese Pueblos' first-
ever experience at the Festival. NMABE
looks forward to the day when all Native
tribesandlanguagesarepresent for thecom-
petition. (Seerelated story on Festival, page
3)

NMABE State Spanish Spelling Bee

Every year, al observers—parents, sib-
lings, district representatives, judges, spon-
sors,andNMABE Board members—arequi-
etly excited as students tackle the words
given. However, thisyear it was even more

compelling.

£
The Three First-Place Winners

TheBeelasted over four hours! Afterthe
firsthour, 50% of thedistrict championswere
still in the competition. By 11:00 a. m. four
students were left and by noon there were
only three competitors. There was no stop-
ping these students as they exhausted all of
thewordsontheofficial spellinglist without
asingleerror.

Parents and students had lunch whilethe
judges selected an additional twenty chal-
lengingwordsfromtheofficial spellingbook-
letinhopesof namingafirst, secondandthird
place winner. To no avail, these youthful
expertsspelled thesewordscorrectly, andfor
thefirsttimeinthehistory of theBee, NMABE
declared threefirst-placewinners.

Martin Pescador, Director of the Spanish
Resource Center of Albuquerque observed,
“We can celebrate the fact that the Spanish
languageismorethan alivein New Mexico.
All of thefinalistswerefabul ous, but three of
them showed themsel vesto beimpeccable.”

Commendations go to the dedicated
teachers, parents and school district admin-
istratorsfor their excellent work and support
of the students in the local competitions.
Every finalist who comesto the competition
isalready achampionand representsthebest
Spanish speller of the entire district demon-
strating robust academic preparationin Span-
ish.

Esmeraldo Saenz of SantillanaUSA, and
Martin Pescador, Director of the Spanish
Resource Center, sponsors of the NMABE
State Spelling Bee, presented the winners
their awards.

History of the Bee

NMABE understandsthat New Mexicois
the only state in the nation that conducts a
statewide Spanish spelling beeof thisnature.
The state competition began at the NMABE
' 95 conference, but itsprecursor wasasouth-

ernregion SpanishbeeheldinLasCrucesin
1994.

Juan Sanchez, former director of the
Gadsden Independent School District Bilin-
gual Education Program, organizeditthrough
the incipient Southern Consortium to “test
thewater” for afuture statewide contest. He
said, “I believe only six southern districts
participated, but the interest was sufficient
for meto proceed with plansfor thefollowing
yearaaNMABE.” Teresal ucero, Director of
theBilingual EducationProgramintheBelén
Public Schools at the time, carried out the
groundwork preparations for the event for
NMABE.

ol

NABE President Barbara Flores with
State Spanish Spelling Bee Champions

NMABE

The biggest challenge in the beginning
wasdisseminatinginformationtobuildinter-
est for it at the local level. A statewide
competitionmeantlocal districtswould have
to hold their own Spanish spelling bees in
order to send adistrict championtothestate
bee. The Northern and Southern Consortia
for Bilingual Educationhelpedagreat deal in
thisendeavor. Thefirst year, NMABE had
about 15 district Spanish spelling bee title
holders who participated at the NMABE
conference.

“1 alwaystriedto makethecontest asfair
and equitableas possibleso thejudgescould

not be associated with any public schools.
Continued on page 2
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Thus, | selected the most highly qualified yond the act of actually spelling, Spanish
SpanishlanguageexpertsfromNewMexico's ~ diacritical marks are also a challenge for

Universities to represent the
entirestate. They wereWestern
New Mexico University - Dr.
PatriciaCano; NewMexicoHigh-
lands University - Dr. Loretta
Salazar; Eastern New Mexico
University - Dr. JuliaRosal 6pez
Emdlie; the University of New
Mexico - Dr. Federico Carrillo;
New Mexico State University -
Dr. CeciliaPino,” said Sanchez.
Dr. Lépez Emdlie was the first
pronouncer and has continued
in this role to the present time.
The remaining four experts

f State Spanish Spelling Bee Winners ﬁ

1st Place
Jessica Corral - Hobbs Municipal School
District
José G. Mufioz - Hatch Valley Schools

Ahmed Shabaneh - Las Vegas City Schools

2nd Place

Helena Cortina - Las Cruces Public Schools

rd Pl

Stephanie del Martin - Roswell Independent

School District

\
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served as judges that year.

Thespellingbookletitself wasdevel oped
from a list of words used in the Gadsden
Independent School District (GISD). By 1995
GISD had been conducting its own bee for
over 20years. Juan Sanchez wasthedistrict
official responsiblefor it.

“l updated the booklet every year by
replacing about 20% of the words with new
ones.” said Sanchez. With the help of the
Southern Consortium, the rules and regula-
tionswererevised for astate-level competi-
tion. A fewyearslater, Teresal.uceroand her
staff took over itsproduction. Master copies
weresent toall school districtsfor reproduc-
tion and use at the local level. NMABE
presently handles this task.

Ininitiatingalocal or state Spanish spell-
ing bee, the question that would inevitably
arise was, “Why have a spelling bee in
Spanish? Isn'tit easy to spell in Spanish?’
I’ s certainly true that Spanish orthography
can be considered “transparent” because of
itsalmost perfect one-to-onegrapheme-pho-
neme correspondence (NABE News, Nov.
Dec, 2007, Dyslexiaand the Spani sh-speak-
ing and bilingual (English/Spanish speak-
ing) student, by Dr. Criselda Guajardo
Alvarado, p.5). That fact, however, doesnot
in any way lessen reasons for having a bee.
While English may indeed be a more
“opaque” alphabetic-based language, a
Spanish bee challenges native and non-na-
tivespeakersaliketoexcel inimportant aca-
demic arenaswithinthelanguagearts. Be-

studentsin the NMABE Bee.

“Spanish spelling bees provide a great
opportunity for ALL students to excel in
local and state contests. The NMABE Bee
ismorethanjust memorizing spellings. Con-
testants develop dictionary skills as they
look up definitions, and this gives them a
greater understanding of thelanguage. Ad-
ditionally, word origins are analyzed, and
since thousands of Spanish words come
from Greek, Latin and Arabic, the contes-
tantsincreasetheir lexical repertoiretoexcel
in many areas of study, such as math, sci-
ence, literature, etc. State Spanish spelling
beesnot only validate and give equity tothe
Spanish language, but they also contribute
greatly tothedevel opment of apositiveself-
image of the contestants. Imagine what a
national-level competition would dofor the
Spanish language, bilingual education, and
the soon-to-belargest minority groupinthe
country!” said Sanchez.

JUST IMAGINE—{IMAGINENSE!

BOTTOM ROW: Judges Dr. Loretta Salazar, Dr.
Gladys Herrera-Gurulé, Dr Abe Amendariz TOP
ROW: MC Dr. Emma Armendariz and Pronouncer
Dr. Julia Rosa Lo6pez -Emslie

Roy E. Howard
howardr@wnmu.edu
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Native American Language Festival Was a

Great Success

by Carline Murphy
Navajo Representative, NMABE Board

NMABE hosted its sixth annual Native
AmericanLanguageFestival duringthe State
Bilingual Education Conference. NMABE
Native American board members Willard
Zunieof Zuni Pueblo, CarlineMurphy of the
NavajoNation, and ClydeVicenti of theJica-
rillaA pachetribe, organized and coordinated
the event. Sponsors included the Zuni
Pueblo, the Navajo Nation, the APS-Four
CornersPower Plant andtheNavajo Timesof
Gallup,NM.

Held on April 12, 2008 at the Embassy
SuitesHotel in Albuquerque, NM, atotal of
eight schoolsfromNew Mexicoand Arizona
participated. They were Tse Hootsooi Diné
Bi'Olta’ Elementary and Intermediate
SchoolsfromFt. Defiance, AZ; OjoAmarillo
Elementary and Middle Schools and
NewcombMiddleand High Schoolsfromthe
Central Consolidated School District; San
DiegoRiversidelntermediateCharter School
from Jémez Pueblo; and A:shiwi Elementary
from Zuni Public Schools.

The Festival gives students the opportu-
nity to demonstratetheir talentsand skillsin
their Native language in both academic and
traditional arenas. Students can participate
inuptothreeof thefive competitive catego-
ries: theNavajo Spelling Bee, Nava o Read-
ing, Oral Speaking, Dancing, and Singing.
Since the Pueblo languages are not written,
these students can participate in the oral
speaking, singing, and dancing categories.
Thisyear, speakersof Towa(Jémez Puebl o)
and Zuni (Zuni Public Schools) joined Na-
vajo-speaking students in these three con-
tests. The dancing and singing was extraor-
dinary. These students can sing and dance!

NMABE enjoyed having about 250 par-
ticipants. Parents came as chaperones to
helptheir children get ready and to assist the
teachers from each school.

Whilethespelling bee, reading and speak-
ing categories often have academic ties to
school-based learning, the students express
their traditional values through the singing
and dancing contests. Navajo students must
introduce themselvesin Navajo giving their

San Diego Riverside Singers

name, school, grade, and the clans of their
mother, father, maternal grandmother and
paternal grandfather. The eldersteach their
grandchildren to identify themselves with
their clans, asit iscrucia withinthe Navajo
cultureto know on€e’'sclan. By introducing
themselves in this way, they also show re-
spect for their elders and for the Navajo
people.

The best part was the luncheon! As |
watched several students, | saw how sur-
prised they werewith food they are not quite
familiar with, the catering, the amount of

Continued on page 4

DANcING
1st  A:shiwi Elementary
2nd  SanDiegoRiverside Intermediate

High School
1st  Gourd Dancing, NewcombHigh

2nd  Basket Dancing, Newcomb High

NAVAJO SPELLING BEE
Elementary Level
1st  NaashTallman, OjoAmarillo
2nd  JolanShirley, OjoAmarillo
3rd  FrankLujan, OjoAmarillo
Newcomb Middle
1st RavondleYazzie
2nd  Angel Hicks
3rd KaeighBekis

Newcomb High
1st  Cordell Smith

2nd YolandChee

3rd CornéliusTsipai
Duer
Newcomb Middle
1st  TommyBegay &
TeroldCharley
2nd TeroldCharley &
Zachary Smith

Native American Language Festival

ORAL SPEAKING
Ojo Amarillo Elementary

1st RadeneSilversmith
2nd  Tristan Harvey

3rd TdiaYazzie
Newcomb Middle

1st  Derrick Silversmith
2nd Rodney Toya

3rd CraiglLucero
Newcomb High

1st DeAnnaYazzie
2nd  Denise Wood

CHoRAL READING
Newcomb High
1st CorneliasTsipal,
DeAnnaYazzie
and Teresa Allen
Y olandaCheg,
KayleneMorris
and Arianna
Peshlakai

2nd

INDIVIDUAL READING
Del Peshlakai, NewcombHigh

Winners

INDIVIDUAL SINGING
1st  Cordell Smith, NewcombHigh
2nd  TheresaAllen, Newcomb High
3rd  Yoland Chee, NewcombHigh

GROUP SINGING
Elementary Level

1st  AliciaNeswood and Group, Tse
Hootsooi Elementary

2nd  OjoArmilloGroup

3rd  BriannaMcNeal and Group,Tse
Hootsooi Elementary

Middle Level

1st RavonellaYazzieand Group,

OjoAmarillolntermediate
2nd Naat’aani Toledo and group,
Tse Hootsooi Intermediate
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silverwareinfront of them, and thenumber of
people they had to share the table with.

Thisyear, many Arizonaschoolswanted
tobecomeinvolvedinthefestival. However,
thetiming of the event, testing, spring break
and funding limited their involvement. Itis
hoped that asthe Festival expandseachyear,
these barriers can be overcome since the
Navajo Nation encompasses a large part of
Arizonaaswell asNew Mexico, Coloradoand
Utah.

TheNavajo language and cultureareim-
portant and essential for the continuance of
thewaysof the Diné. Parentsaremakingan
efforttohelptheir childrenlearnto speak the
language; they also provide the appropriate
clothing to wear while engaged in language
and cultural events.

TheNavajo Nation supportsthedevel op-
ment of Navajointhehighschool sby provid-
ing the Manuelito Scholarship Award for
studentsdemonstrating competenceand pro-
ficiency through Navajo language courses.
The Navajo Nation Title 10 Code also sup-
portsteaching the Navajo language and cul -
ture in the classroom. Miss Navgjo is the
cultural ambassador for the Navajo Nation
acrossthe USA and MissIndian World rep-
resents indigenous people worldwide.

Aslifelonglearners we, theNativepeople,
arecommitted to devel op our language with
support from home, school, and the nation.
We must encourage our students to learn
moreabout therichnessof theNative Ameri-
can and indigenous cultures, past and
present, to continue to find truth, and to
enlighten ourselves about who we are and
where we are from. We anticipate greater
involvement from the schools in order that
students can become more engaged in their
language and culture and ultimately pursue
their dreams, one day, asworld leaders.

-~

Proud Winners

Native American Language
Festival

NMABE NATIVE LANGUAGE FESTIVAL
APRIL 12, 2008 -- Embassy Suites Hotel -- Albuquerque, NM

NAVAJO JUDGES

CATEGORIES

NAMES OF NAVAJO JUDGES

Navajo Spelling Bee

Louise Benally - MC

Louise Benally — Coordinator (GMCS)
Loretta Ortiz — Torreon School

Navajo Reading (Individual; Group)

Carline Murphy - MC

Vangee Nez — Coordinator (UNM)
Mammie Becenti — Central Consolidated
Nellie Chavez — Torreon School

Oral Speaking Presentation

Emily Vigil - MC

Barbara Morgan — Coordinator (NN)
Mae Chavez — Torreon School

Singing

Clyde Vicenti - MC

Terri Becent — Coordinator ( NM Ind Ed)
Lena Peter — Torreon School
Maria Toledo — Torreon School

Dancing

Willard Zuni - MC

Marcella Billy — Torreon School
Mabel Penn — Torreon School




