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Third Keynote Speaker Confirmed for NMABE
Bilingual Conference

State

Gloria Ann Begay, President and
Owner of the Indigenous Institute for
Native Arts, is To’daachiinii
(Bitterwater) and born for the
Taachiinee Clans that make her aNa-
vajowoman, mother and grandmother.
Her topic will be “The Opportunities
and Enjoyment of Walking In Two
Worlds” in which she will share her
wonderful experiences from her na-
tive Navajo culture with other people.

Having earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in history, education and
anthropology, and a Masters of Art
degree in educational administration,
Ms. Begay uses her education and 30
years of work experience to promote
and assist in restoring indigenous cul-

tures and languages with Native
Americans. Ms. Begay has been hon-
ored to work for two Navajo Nation

Presidents and work for the National
Advisory Council onlndian Education,

U.S. Department of Education and the
Division of Indian Labor and Training
Programs, U.S. Department of Labor,
in addition to being President of the
Women Empowering Women of In-
dian Nations (WEWIN) in Washing-
ton, D.C. As an entertainer and
advocate for women and Native
Americans, Ms. Begay has promoted
Native Americansin England, France,
Switzerland, Germany, and China.
Currently, Ms. Begay produces the
Navajo Culture and Language Pro-
gram for KGLP Radio station in Gal-
lup, New Mexico and continues advo-
cacy endeavors for Foster Indigenous
Values in Education and Dine (Na-
vajo) Parentsfor Equity in Education.

20 Outstanding Bilingual Schools Honored

TheNewMexicoAssociationfor Bilin-
gual Education and the Public Education
Department Bilingual Education Bureau
recognized 20 outstanding schools that
best serve the needs of English Language
Learners (ELL) in the state during
NMABE'sBilingual EducationDay at the
Legidature on Wednesday, January 31.
(Seerelated story, page 3.)

These 20 schools were selected based
on their English Language Learner stu-
dents progress in making and attaining
proficiency in the English language, aca-
demic yearly progress (AYP), achieve-
mentinshort-cycleassessments, and other
qualitative measures. Each school re-
ceived aplague and $2,000 from Title 111
Incentive Funds.

“I amextremely proud of the20schools
recognized,” said Education Secretary Dr.
VeronicaC. Garcia. “ Theseschoolsdem-
ongtrate that English Language Learners
can achieve academicaly at high levels
especialy when they are taught in high
quality bilingual programs such as dual
languageimmersionprograms.”

A few examplesof someof theinnova
tive practices these schools are imple-
menting areasfollows:

Four yearsago, MacArthur Elemen-
tary, in Las Cruces, was on the verge of
corrective action. This year they’re cel-
ebratingmakingAdeguateY early Progress
with an attendance rate of 98%. The
students at MacArthur Elementary pro-
duced abilingual video broadcasting pro-

gramwhichisaireddailyinall classrooms.
Whatanexcitinglinguisticandjournalistic
opportunity for al the students.

Jefferson Elementary, in Hobbs,
atributes their success of meeting AYP
for 3 consecutive years to their highly
quaified gtaff and parent involvement.
Many staff members and principals are
certifiedin TESOL and Bilingua Educa-
tion, and parents volunteer on a regular
basis and have begun to pursue GED
classes.

Columbus Elementary, in Deming,
is unusual because 99% of the student
body isfirst generation Mexican Ameri-
can. Theschool isonayear-round model
sothey do not regressinlearning English.

Continued on page 4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Third Annual Spanish Literary Contest

The Spanish Resource Center in Al-
buquerque has announced its Third An-
nual Spanish Literary Contest, Escribo
en Espariol. (“I writein Spanish”). This
contest is made possible through the
educational partnership betweentheNew
Mexico PED and theMinistry of Educa-
tion of Spain.

This year’s topic will be Cuéntame
un cuento, honoring the Diadel Libro,
April 23th, when the Award ceremony
will takeplace. Thiscompetitionencour-
ages students to further their writing
skillsandtheir knowledgeof the Spanish
language by writing a short story or a
children’s talein the Spanish language.

The contest is open to all Middle,
Junior and High School students in the
state of New Mexico. There are four
categoriesof competition:

 Spanishspeakersingrades6-9 (300
500 words)
e Spanish speakers in grades 10-12

(600-900 words)

» Non -Spanish speakersin grades 6-
9(300-500)

» Non-Spanishspeakersingrades10-
12 (600 to 900 words)

The three top winners in each cat-
egory will receiveatrophy, acertificate,
and abox of books in Spanish. The top
winnersin grades 10 - 12 will receive a
scholarshipfor aSpanishcoursein Spain
during July of 2007. Theteacher of the
winner in each category will receive a
package of instructional materials.

Prizes will be awarded on April 23,
2007, the Dia del Libro, at the National
Hispanic Cultural Center. The winners
and their teacherswill be notified ahead
of time.

Thedeadlinefor entryisMar ch 16th,
2007. For entry formats and other
information please contact Maribel
L uengo at the Spani sh Resource Center:
language.assi stant@state.nm.us.

Spanish Resource Center Announces Summer Courses in Spain

The new catalog of summer courses
for teachers in universitiesin Spain is
now available from the Spanish Re-
sourceCenterin Albuquerque, NM. The
Centerisofferingfinancia helpfortravel
intheamount of $800to each participant
from New Mexico, whether they be
teachersor administrators. Registration
will start January 1st. Thisisan excel-
lent opportunity for professional prepa-
rationin Spanishwhilelearningabout the
culturesof Spain. Registrationinforma-
tion can be found at www.mec.es/sqci/
usa/es/programas/cursos/portada.shtml.
For questions and more information,
please contact Maribel Luengo, Direc-

tor of the Spanish Resource Center at
theNational Hispanic Cultural Centerin
Albuquerque.

Email: maribel.luengo@mec.es

Financial Aid

UNM Spanish Resource Center has
fundingfor financial aidintheamount of
$800 each for 25 participants. To apply
for the New Mexico aid, send acopy of
your writtenapplication together witha
letter explainingthebenefitsof thecourse
toyou, your school and your studentsto
the Spanish Resource Center, National
Hispanic Cultural Center of NM, 1701
4th St. SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102.

Student Entertainment During Bilingual Education Day

| 'Borrego Pass

Turquoise Trail
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NMABE Holds Annual Institute and Legislative
Activities in Santa Fe

Engaged Institute Participants

TheNew MexicoAssociationfor Bilin-
gual Education(NMABE), incooperation
withtheBilingua Multicultural Education
Bureau (BMEB) of the New Mexico
Public Education Department and the
Center for the Study and Education of
DiversePopulations(CESDP), sponsored
itsannual Bilingua andTitlelll Directors
Ingtitute and Bilingual Educeation Day at
the Legidature on January 30-31, 2007.
Institute

This year's focus on assessment of-
fered participants ahands-on approach to
usingdatatoinforminstruction. Dr.Cheryl
Brown-Kovacicand PatriciaL atham kept
the participants engaged using rea data
and a pro-
cess they
could repli-
cate at the
local level
with teach-
ers. The
process
that Dr.
Kovacic used in this segment of theinsti-
tute tied student assessment outcomes to
specific content standards needing atten-
tion in instruction. Petricia Latham ex-
tendedthiswork withuseful teachingprac-
tices from the SIOP model (Sheltered
Ingtruction Observation Protocol). “A
teacher must be reflective in and of her
practice. SIOP offersaway to use obser-
vation in a reflective moddl,” said Ms.
Latham.

During the afternoon session, Janet
Haas, of the NMPED Assessment and
Evaluation Bureau, discussed issues re-
lated to the New Mexico English Lan-
guage Proficiency  Assessment
(NMELPA), including the next steps for
revising it to make the test more develop-
mentally appropriatefor New Mexicostu-
dents at the K-2 level. Thissessonwasa
practical one, and parti cipantstook advan-
tageof theexcellent opportunity tointeract
with Ms. Haas and Dr. Gladys Herrera-
Gurulé.

BMEB Report

Dr. GladysHerreraGurulé, Director of
theBilingua Multicultural EducationBu-
reau (BMEB) of the NMPED, provided
anupdateregardingBilingua Multiculturd
Education and Title Il programs. She
discussed findings of the US Department
of Education’s audit in December, 2006
whichincludedthefollowing next steps:

« digningtheStandardsfor EnglishLan-
guage Development with those of Math
and Science,

e making the NMELPA more develop-
mentaly appropriate,

* establishingaprocessfor accountability
regarding districtsthat fail to achieve
AMAOsfor Englishlanguageproficiency,
with corrective action plans, and
 conducting a comparability study be-
tween NMELPA and previous English
proficiency tests, so that student perfor-
mance data from pre-2006 can be
compared with the NMELPA data.

Dr. Gurulé discussed the BMEB An-
nual Report to the Legidature on the cur-
rent status of Bilingual Education, which
includes student performance in English

g | _
and in the home languages, aswell asthe
reporting by districts of expenditures in
Bilingua Educationfor 2005-2006.
Bilingual Education Day at the
Legislature

January 30th was NMABE' sannud Bi-
lingud Education Day at the State Capital.
Thisactivity brought together Bilingua edu-
catorsfromacrossthesateto shareinforma:
tion about their programs with ther loca
legidators and the generd public Despite a
suddenwinter sorm, sevenschool digtrictsset
up displays of student work at the Capitol
Rotunda. Student entertainment, heldduring
thelunchhourintheCapitol Rotunda, festured
Turquoise Trail Elementary Charter School
Bilingud Studentsand the AcomaDancers.
Special Recognition by Secretary
Garcia — the Title Ill Incentive

Awards
Secretary of EducationVerénicaGarcia

recognizedtwenty schoolsinNew Mexico

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 1

ELL studentsmet their target for Making / . \

PngrGSInEngllg’lmd met AYPinMath Blllngual Schools Honored

last year. Albuquerque East SanJoseElem. | asCruces Central Elem
Pojoaque Intermediate School in- Eugene Field Elem. HillriseElem

corporatesthreelanguages, Spanish, Tewa Kirtland Elem.

andEnglish. All of their EL L studentsmet Mpfgéﬂghiedrl

AYPinMathand Readingin2005-2006. | c|ovis La Casita Elem.

These students receive before and after
school tutoring in Math and Reading by
Highly Qudified Bilingua-TESOL - en-
dorsed ingtructors.

In Roswell, Goddard High School
wasoneof only 3high schoolsinthe state

i Moriart Mountainview El
Deming Columbus Elem. oriarty ountainview Elem

Martin Elem. ,
Srith Elem.  Pojoaque Pablo Roybal Elem

Pojoaqgue Intermediatg

tomeetA'Y Pin2005-2006. TheirGoddard | Hatch Rio Grande Elem. _
Academy for Prideand Successisahighly Roswell Goddard Higf
successful freshman transition class, and | Hobbs Jefferson Elem.

their graduation rate s 90%. Southern Heights Elem.  Zuni Dowa Yalanne Elem
Continued from page 3 k TayI or Elem. /
for their outstanding performance in the

followingareasinSY 2005-2006: District Displays of Student Work

» Meeting Annua Measurable Achieve-

ment Objectives(AMAOSs)inEnglishasa Bilingual Education Day at the Legislature
Second Language (“Making Progress in - MR "
English” and*“Attaining Proficiencyin e
English”
e Making Academic Yearly Progress
(AYP)
e Demonstrating Student Progress on
Short-Cycle Assessments
e Other Qualitative Measures

During 2005-2006, all of these schools
participated in TitleI11 English Language
Acquisition programs and 19 of the 20
participated in State Bilingual Education
programs. TheDual Languagemodel was
the predominant instructional model used
intheseschools. Principals, teachers, Title
I11/Bilingua Education coordinators and
students were present for the recognition
ceremony, inwhich each school received
aplague of recognition and $2,000. (See
related story, page 1)

Gallup McKinley Grants Cibola
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