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Greetings from NMABE

President Rodolfo Chavez

As our summer ends and we begin to
look forwardtonext school year, | sendmy
most sincere and warm greetings. | am
grateful and appreciative for the tireless
workyouperforminour classrooms, schools
and countless New Mexico communities
on behalf of English Language Learners.
As the newly-elected president of the
New Mexico Association for Bilingua
Education, | wouldliketosay | amexcited
and humbled by thetrust and faiththat has
been placed in me. As President of
NMABE, | will endeavor to uphold the
mission and values that this organization
has established and wasfounded to serve.

Asthe2008-2009school year begins, all
educators continue to focus on student
achievement and learning, asyou prepare
students to confront the many challenges
they will faceinthefuture. Tothat end, |
join you in this endeavor. Here are six
areasthat | will focus on thisyesr:

o First, | want tomakesureevery one of
our members are properly informed on a
host of issues, concerns and resources to
help them better engage and teach stu-
dentsandthefamiliesthat our organization
was founded to serve.

* Second, as NMABE board |eader, |
will spend timewith other leadersin New
Mexicoinanefforttocollectively collabo-

rate on those methods, strategies and ap-
proachesthat will enableall bilingual edu-
catorsto experience more successintheir
noble career as teachers, educators and
community leaders. | want to talk about
how your respectivejobs specifically link
us with and can contribute to academic
SuCCesS.

e Third, 1 will to keep the NMABE
missionontheforefront of all board meset-
ings, by discussing it at board gatherings
andalsoat professiond developmenttrain-
ingsessions. It needstobeincludedonall

NMABE Mission
Statement

The mission of NMABE, a diverse,
dedicated community of education stake-
holders, isto foster, encourage, and pro-
mote bilinguaism for al children in an
environmentthat nurturestherichcultural
andlinguigticdiversity of thestatethrough
advocacy, professiond devel opment, net-
working and current research gpplication
anddissemination.

emails and other correspondence and ac-
complishedthroughall other NMABE ac-
tivities. Thisway weensureit continuesto

bethe central focal point of our collective
work and advocacy for bilingual students.

« Fourth, | want to continuecol | aborat-
ing with numerous organizations state-
wide to promote and ensure that the new
Public School Funding Formulacontinues
toinclude sufficient funds, that fundingis
directed towards bilingua education pro-
gramsinlocal distictsand that legidation
with such provisonsmovesforward with
our support and advocacy.

« Fifth, | want to support any national
initiatives that continue to invest in our
futureandthefutureof bilingual education
in our state and nationwide.

e Findly, | want to be sure you are al
aware of our invitation to not only attend
but also present at the annual NMABE
conference next year, to be held at the
Embassy SuitesinAlbuquerque. Thisyear
ourthemeis"Bilingua Multicultural Edu-
cation: Pathway to Success'. | encourage
al members to take an active role and
participatein our organization, consider

Continued on Page 2

NMABE 2009 Conference Dates Will Change

Secretary of Education Veronica Garcia recently announced a change in the testing window for the administration of New

Mexico'stests. The NMELPA will be carried out in March and the Standards Based A ssessmentstesting window will end the last
part of April. Becausethisplacethe State Bilingual Conferenceright in the middle of the testing window, the NMABE board was
forced to seek an dternate date. The state conference will now be held on Sept 24-26, 2009.
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running for our board and help us con-
tinue to have an active voice in the
education of New Mexico's linguisti-
cally and culturally diversestudent popu-
lation.

My primary goa as president of
NMABE is to better serve the K-12
students in our state. It's always about
bilingual populationsfor me; it hasbeen
for the last 30 years. Y ou can count on
my energy, vision, confidenceand com-
passion. Themost rewarding part about

being president is to have the honor to
serve those who serve our students and
families. striving to securean education
that isfocused on quality bilingual pro-
grams. Tothatend, | pledgetoenergize
and continueto build the association by
promoting the interest of the children
and familiesthat NMABE wasfounded
to serve. You know where | stand — |
stand with you, your students, families,
schools, districts and our diverse com-
munities.

National Clearinghouse for English

Language Acquisition Begins New Contract
OELA Special Bulletin - August 15, 2008

The George Washington University,
edCount, LL C, and BarreraAsociates, Inc.,
are pleasad to announce that their team has
been awarded the contract to operate the
National Clearinghouse for English Lan-
guageAcquisition (NCELA) on behaf of
the Officeof EnglishLanguageAcquisition
a the U.S. Department of Education effec-
tive June 23, 2008. Dr. Jack Levy of GWU
will continue to serve as the Director of
NCELA andwill bejoinedinleadingthiswork
by Co-Principd InvestigatorsDr. Jod Gomez
of GWU and Dr. Ellen Forte of edCourt,
LLC.

NCELA'’smisson isto capture, coordi-
nate, and disseminate a broad range of re-
sourcesinsupport of aninclusveapproachto
highqudity educationfor ELLs. Thismission
trandaesinto an operationd framework en-
compassing five substantive service aress:

1.Englishlanguagepr oficiency stan-
dards and assessments. Resources and
services related to the systems of stan-
dards that guide instruction for and
assessment of English language devel-
opment.

2. Inclusion in academic assess-
ment systems. Resources and services
related to alternate assessments and
accommodation options for ELLs tak-
ing academic content assessments.

4. Professional Development and
Support for Curriculum and Instruc-
tion: Resources and services related to

best practices for ingruction of ELLs
and the provision of professional de-
velopment and technical assistance for
state and local educators.

5. Adminigtration of Title Il pro-
grams. Resources and services related
to the interpretation and implementa-
tion of Title Il program requirements.

Under the new contract, NCELA will
be offering arange of new opportunities
for educatorsto engage with research and
new devel opmentsin thefield.

Conferences

NCELA will be beginning a series of
monthly interactive Web conferences
hosted by experts in the field of English
language learning. Thefirst Web confer-
ence, Defining Academic English Lan-
quage, was hosted by Dr. Robin Scarcella
onAugust 21, 2008.

Beginningin October, NCELA will be
offering a series of smaller conferences
throughout the year. The first meeting is
the 2008 L EP Partnership Meeting [pdf],
to be held October 15-16, 2008, in Wash-
ington, DC. Additional conferenceoppor-
tunitieswill be announced throughout the
year.

As adways, NCELA will continue to
makeavailableinformation about outside
conferencesand educational opportunities
inthefield of Englishlanguagelearningon
NCELA'’ sconference calendar. Themost
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NMABE Joins Other States to Support the
National Coalition foraMultilingual America

The New Mexico Association for
Bilingual Educationwill join other state
bilingual educationorganizations across
thecountry informingtheNational Coa-
litionforaMultilingual America.

The objectives of the Coalition are
two-fold: 1) to improve the education
providedto Englishlanguagelearnersso
that they experience the same level of
academic success as native English
speaking students, and 2) that, withina
practical periodof time, al parentsshould
be able to choose a dual language pro-
gramfor their children, enablingthemto
master English and a second language
using challengingacademiccontent, with
an additional option of athird language.

Thecodlitionwill developamendments
to the 2001 No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) Act which is scheduled to be
reauthorized next year. Substantial
changes in the Act are expected, re-
gardlessof theoutcome of the Presiden-
tial election; theActisnot terribly popu-
lar and has promoted questionable para-
digms, practices and programs in stu-
dent assessment, reading and account-
ability. Whileother interest groupshave
developed legislation and strategies on
many mattersof importance, apparently
no one group has yet attempted to de-
velopcomprehensivel egidlationaddress-
ing the full range of issues affecting
language-minority students.

The Coalition Will Focus on the
First Three Titles of the No
Child Left Behind Act

Title I, “Improving the Academic
Achievement of the Disadvantaged,”
contains a number of highly dubious
paradigmsand provisionsregarding stu-

dent academic assessment, reading in-
struction and to school accountability.
The coalitionplanstodissect the impact
of theseprovisionson EL L studentsand
develop alternatives.

Title Il concerns “Preparing, Train-
ing, and Recruiting High Quality Teach-
ersand Principals.” Titlell’ simpact on
EL L studentsislargely unknown. There
are indications that the application or
misapplication of the law has reduced
thenumber of minority studentsinteacher
preparation programs.

Title 11l , “Language Instruction for
Limited English Proficient and Immi-
grant Students,” will bethesubject of the
most effort. Title |11, a state formula
grant program, replaced thecompetitive
program grants previously authorized
under theBilingual EducationAct, ESEA
TitleVII. Titlelll’ sactual impact onthe
provision of services to ELL students
needs to be reviewed. Is the money
reaching ELL students? What services
are being provided, and are they effec-
tive?

The Coadlition’ sultimate goal, how-
ever, is nothing less than to transform
national elementary and secondary edu-
cation policy and programswith respect
tolanguage, literacy and culture. Bilin-
gualismforindividual sand multilingual-
ismfor society isimperativeif theUnited
Statesis going to sustain an acceptable
level of economicgrowth, national secu-
rity, international acceptance and coop-
eration, and domesticcohesion. Multilin-
gualism, not monolingualism, together
with biliteracy and intercultural under-
standing, must become the standard of
success for America's public schools.

NCLB needs to elevate language
education in general. The emphasis
placed on math and science education
over the past decadeshasresultedina
relative de-emphasis on language edu-
cation. Schools need to embrace, de-
velop and build uponthelanguageskills
that all children bring to school. All
languagesareimportant: English, indig-
enous, andforeign. Eachlanguageholds
the code for representing culture and
transmitting knowledge.

The new elementary and secondary
education law needs to prioritize, pre-
pare for and financially support dual
language education programs, which
produceworld-ready high school gradu-
ates, who arefully proficient in English
and a second language. To the greatest
extent possible, thesedual languageedu-
cation programsshoul d betwo-way, with
a balance of students whose first lan-
guage is English and students whose
native language is the second language
of instruction. Enrollment inthese pro-
gramsshould bebased on parent choice,
and parents should be informed of the
benefitsand challengesof dual language
education.

In order to bring about an effective
national system of dual language educa-
tion, theCoalitionbelievesteacher train-
ing, staff development (including career
ladder programs, program administra-
tion, technical assistance), research and
evaluation and information dissemina-
tion capabilities need to be augmented
and realigned in the new law.

The Coalition will hire arepresenta-
tivewho will belocated in Washington,
DC, to accomplisthese goals.

Continued from Page 2

recent additionscanbeviewedonitshome
page; the full list of conferences can be
seen on the searchable calendar page.

News from NCELA: The NCELA-list

This week is the fina installment of
Newsline. Beginningnextweek, Newdine
will bemigratingtoan email-onlyfor mat.
NCELA will still bedelivering all of its
high-quality content, but in ways de-

signed to make accessing the content
easier for our readers. The NCELA-list
will be dedicated to announcements of
interest to subscribers from NCELA

Continued on Page 4
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and OELA. Federa grants and regulations, NCELA confer-
encesand meetings, and other time-sensitive announcements
from OELA and NCELA will be delivered through the
NCELA-list.

Newsline subscriberswill be automatically transferred to
theNCEL A-list. Announcementson managing your subscrip-
tionwill appear shortly.

NCELA'’s Quarterly Newsletter

Beginninginthefall, NCELA will bedebutingitsnew
guarterly newsletter. The newsletter will offer articles
by leading expertsoninstructional strategiesfor ELLS,
and will showcase best practices from schools and
districts around the nation. The newsletter will also
announce new resources and research in the field of
ELL education.

As always, you can contact NCELA via
askncel a@gwu.edu.

Kids In Need Teacher Grants

TheSchool, Home, and OfficeProductsAssociation
KidsIn Need Foundation offersKids In Need Teacher
Grants to provide K-12 educators with funding to
provideinnovativelearning opportunitiesfor their stu-
dents. TheKidsIn Need Teacher Grantsare funded by
retail and education credit union sponsors. Teacher
Grant awards range from $100 to $500 each, and are
used to finance creative classroom projects. Typicaly,
200 to 300 grants are awarded each year. In 2006, 270
grants totaling together more than $110,000 were
awarded. Applications are judged on the basis of inno-
vation and merit, clarity of objectives, replication fea-
sibility, suitability of evaluation methods and cost
effectiveness. All certified K-12 teachers in the U.S.
areeligible.

Retail sponsors and designated education credit
unions make the grant applications available at their
outlets during the back-to-school season.

Applicationsfromthesponsorsarealso availableon
the Kids In Need Foundation Web site. See http://
www.Kidsinneed.net/grants/index.phpfor completepro-
gram information and project ideas.

Scholarships for Minority Students Going
Unclaimed

A largeamount of scholarship money that hasbeen set
asideby companiesfor deserving minority studentsis either
collectingdust or being returned to busi nessesbecauseof a
lack of interest. For moreinformation, pleasegoto: http://
www.tapartnership.org/cc/docs/minority _scholarships.pdf or
http://www.tapartnership.org/cc/career_funding.asp. The
deadlineis Sept. 30. Do not let this money go to waste!

Family, Community, and School Partnerships
The Key to Student Success

17th Annual
Back to School Family Institute

10th Annual ENLACE-GEAR UP
Youth Leadership Institute

November 13-14, 2008
Embassy Suites Albuquerque

~ Sponsored By:

The Center for the Education and Study of Diverse Populations
New Mexico Highlands University
ENLACE-GEAR UP Youth Programs

Ben Lujan Leadership and Public Policy Institute
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