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NMELPA to be Ready for Spring, 2006

Dr. Don E.Watson, Director of the
PublicEducation Department'sA ssess-
mentandAccountability Divisonhaspro-
vided updatesto school districtsonthe
NMELPA, the New Mexico English
LanguageProficiency Assessment. Civil
Rightslawandpolicy requiredigtrictsto
identify and assess all studentswith a
primary or homelanguageother thanEn-
glish. Under theNo Child Left Behind
(NCLB) Act thismust be astandards-
based Englishlanguageproficiency as-
sessment. NM EL PA wasdevel opedfor
statesthat comprisetheMountainWest
Assessment Consortiumof whichNew
Mexicoisamember.

TheAssessmentand Accountability
Division will beissuing a Request for
Proposals (RFP) that will address the
implementationofthe NMEL PA. Thefirs
full operationa adminigrationof thetest
will beinlatespringof 2006. ThePED will
announcespecifictimeframesfor assess-
ing ELLswiththeNMELPA based in

responsesto the RFP and thework re-
quiredtopreparefor theoperationd as-
sessment. TheRFPwillindudetheoption
of implementingtheEnglishlanguagepro-
ficiency assessment or another assess-
mentingrumentthatisdignedtothedate' s
EnglishLanguageDeve opmentstandards
Timeframesfor districtsto receive
trainingonNMEL PA andtotrainteach-
ersandstaff toproperly test sudentswith
theassessmentwill dsobeaddressedin
theRFP. TheDivis onexpectsthisaspect
of theassessmenttobegininearly 2006.
TheDivisonadvisesdidrictstocon-
tinuetousetharcurrentEnglishLanguage
Proficiency assessmentatthebeginningof
theschool yeartosatisfy identificationand
dternativel anguageprogramplacement
requirementsfor newstudents. Itiswork-
ingtodevel opasystemthatwill waivethe
requirementfor retestingstudentsonor
beforethairanniversary date. Thiswould
alow districtstowait toretest thosere-
turningstudentsuntil thenew assessment
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NMABE - PED Reading First

Language and Literacy Institute

October 17-18, 2005
MCM Elegante Hotel
2020 Menaul NE
Designedfor Reading First school swith high percentagesof EL L students.
For moreinformation seetheAugust @ Noticiero, Vol. 29, No.4 at
http://www.nmabe.net/noticiero.html or contactLizaRee! atthePED,

Ireel @ped.gtatenm.us
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isadministered.

TheNMEL PA isdesignedtocomply
withtherequirementsof Titlel andTitlel 1
of NCL B forastandards-based English
LanguagePraficdency assessment. Thetest
will bedignedtotheEnglishLanguage
Devel opment standards, which are, in
turn, aignedtothel anguageA rtscontent
standards. Thetestwill measuredl four
languagemodadities: listening, speaking,
reading, andwritingandwill classify stu-
dentsintooneof 4-5languageproficiency
levels Thestandardsetting(establishment
of the cut scores) for these proficiency
levelswill occur after the spring 2006
adminigtrationof thetest. TheAMAOs
setforthin Titlell1 will be established
basadonthedigtributionof sudentsacross
theproficiencylevels.

Thel egidaureputanadditiond seven
milliondollarsintothegeneral fundto
cover assessment costs thisyear. This
includesfundsfortheimplementationof
NMELPA. The cost for printing, distri-
bution, scoring and reporting of the
NMELPA should be in the range of
$15.00 - $20.00 per student. The pur-
pose of the RFP is to secure the best
possiblerate.

TheAssessment and Accountability
Divigonisasoworkingwithlngtructiond
Technology of the PED regarding data
elements that arecollectedandreported
onADS.

For moreinformation, pleasecontact
Dr. DonE. Watson at (505) 827-6523
or don.watson@ped.nm.us.
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Indian Education Advisory Council Meets in July

Dr.VeronicaGarciapresented” A
Whole-Child Approach” atthesum-
mer | ndian EducationAdvisory Coun-
cil meetinginJduly. Theapproachaims
to close the achievement gap. She
focused on somesignificant factors
that contributetotheachievement gap
aswell key e ementsthat couldhelpin
closingthegap.

Threeschoolsthat received mini-
grantsfromtheNorthwest Officepre-
sentedtheir accomplishmentsof how
they used the funding. Zuni had a
Summer Language Camp, whichin-
corporatedtheHands-Onand Oral L anguageapproachintegrating cultureand
traditional settings. Jicarillastudentsfrom Dul ceproduced athree-day documen-
tary for their Film Project. At Chee Dodge Elementary School, the children
explored cultural heroes and role models through literature and community
interviews.

Senator L eonard Tsos eand Representative Ray Begayewerepresentfor the
2006 L egidativeWork Planagendaitem. They advisedtheAdvisory Council to
look at thosebill sthat were passed during the2005 session of theL egid atureas
well aswhat isbeingimplemented.

Announcements

e Agovernment-to-government meetingwasschedul edfor October 28"in
Mescaero.

*  TheNational IndianEducationAssociation Conferencewill beinDenver
on October 6-9, 2005.

Instituto Cervantes Announces
Fall Spanish Classes: Sept.30-

Dec.16, 2005

The Instituto Cervantes has announced itsfall schedule of classeswhich
indude

¢ Beginning, Intermediate, Advanced, and Superior Spani shlanguageclasses

¢ IntermediateConversation

¢ |Introductionto Spanish Dance(Flamencoand Sevillanas)

For moreinformation contact Erin Fugate, (505) 724-4777, Fax (505) 246-
2693, EFugate@hcc.state.nm.us. The Instituto Cervantes is located at the
National Hispanic Cultural Center, 17014"St. SW, Albugquerque, NM 87102
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PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

No. 29:1, Fall, 2004: Oct.
(Pre-conferenceissue)

No. 29:2, Winter, 2005: January
(Board News, Bilingual Education Day,
Call to Action)

No. 29:3 Spring, 2005: April
(Conference Edition)

No. 29:4 Summer, 2005: August
(Summer Activities, Institutes)

Inserts offer monthly news




