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New MexicoBilingua EducatorsandFriends,

Allow metointroduceour new partnershipwith LanguageMaga-
zine. Thisisanexcitinginitiativethatwill provideyouwithmorevaue
from your NMABE membership. Count on receiving timely and
important research-based articlesfromthefieldsof linguisticsand
languageeducation.

| am even more excited to welcomeyou to our 33 Annual New
MexicoAssociationfor Bilingual EducationConference. Thisyear's
themeis" Accountability in Bilingual Education DrivesAcademic
Excellence.” | amespecialy pleasedwiththethemebecauseitreminds
usandtheoutsideworl dthat weareabout quality education--period.
Wehavecriticswhothink wedonot val ue* accountability.” Onthe
contrary, we believein high standardsfor all students. Our Native American and Spanish-
speaking studentshavejust asmuch potential asany other studentsinthiscountry, andwewill
continuetostrivetogiveall of themtheopportunity toreachthat potential .

We know that the Dual L anguage Program model isthe best research-based

GabrielBaca
NMABE President

studentswiththebest?Dothey deserveany less?
As more and more immigrant students enter our

guage com-
Navajo,

Curriculumis another areawhere we can have a positive impact on education. The
history of New Mexico, taughtintheelementary grades, woul d givestudentsafoundationfor
better rel ationsbetweenall peoplelivinginour state. | donot believethat weshouldteachhistory forthe
purposeof dividinggroups, but rather for understanding andfor thebuil ding of mutual respect. Many do
not know or remember that our statebel ongedtotheNativeAmericansfirst. TheSpanishflagthenflew
from1598—-1821; theMexicanflagfrom 1821-1848; andtheUnited Statesflag from 1848—present.
Anunderstanding of thischainof eventsgivesoneaperspectiveonwhomandwhereandwhy weare
today.

Inclosing, letmeencourageall of you, but especially teachers, educational assistants, and principals,
toaboveall, keepyour loveand respect for students, at theheart of all youdo. Every morning, New
Mexico parentssendtheir childrentoschool, trusting that caring adultswill teachthem. Y ouarethose
caringadults. L et uscontinueworkingtogether toimproveeducationfor all of New Mexico’ sstudents.

Gabriel C.Baca
Presdent

Welcome

Dear Friendsand Colleagues,

i El que habla dosidiomasvalepor dos!
Hewho speakstwolanguagesisworthtwo!

Bilinguadismandliteracyinsevera languages

is something to be proud of, something that

should |ead to bet-
portunities,and

nomicsitu-
this is

ter employment op-
thusabetter eco-

ation. While

generdlytrue,
in New Mexico
have a challenging
journey toensurethat our
students receive the educe-

tional opportunitiestoachievethis
loftygodl.

We, ashilingual educators, haveanob-
ligationtoadvocatefor thesestudentsandthe

opportunitiesthat shouldbemadeavailableto
them. Wehavetowork together tobuildquality
programs and we have to then use the data.our
sudentsgeneratetoprovethatbilingual education

works.

Therearemany whowouldopposeus. | findit
especidlyfrustratingwhen| encounter bilingua
professionals opposed to dua language. My
questionstothemaredwaysthesame,“Haveyour

bilingud sills
opened em-
ployment op-
portunitiesfor
you?’ and
“Why would
youdeny other
children the
sameopportu-
nities?’

Let's con-
tinue to work
hardatmaking
surethatal gu-
dentshavethis
wonderful op-
portunity. Be-

DavidBrisefio
NMABE ExecutiveDirector

comeaNMABEmember andgetinvolved!

Thanks,

DavidR.Brisefio

NMABE ExecutiveDirector
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NMABE Expands
Membership Benefits

Asyouenjoy theprofessiona devel opment offeringsandvariedmulticulturd activitiesse NMABE's
33rdannual stateconference, pleaseal so notethewonderful new benefit your membershipoffers.
Beginningwiththiseditionof El Naticiero, youwill receiveamonthly edition of LanguageMagazne,
TheJournal of Communicationand Education. Thisbenefitisincludedwithyour registrationforthe

conferenceand continuesonefull year, that is, until next year'sconference.
Asyoubrowsethroughthiseditionandthosethat follow, youwill notehow themagazineinterweaves

communication, language, and educati on acrossmulti pl etopi c areass—professional development,

pedagogy, theworld of business, multiculturalism, technol ogy, heritagelanguages, and dial ects, to

nameafew.

NMABEwill offeraquarterly "wrap" of timely newsonbilingual educationfromacrossthestateas
seenhere. For theremainingmonths, NMABEwill insert apageinthemagazineto updateyouon
school news, NativeAmericanissuesinbilingual education, pertinentinformationfromtheBilingua
EducationBureau at the PED and other important announcements.

TheAssociateEditor, Mary JeanHabermann L 6pez, wel comesany announcements, humaninterest
stories, and school newsthat memberswishtosharewith colleaguesthroughout New Mexico. Please
shareyour newswith her directly at her email addresson or beforethe 15th of eachmonth. (email:

maryjeanhl @msn.com) Let ushear fromyou!
Enjoy!

JAIE Hosts Workshop for
Native Language Speakers

OnJanuary 11th and 12th, 2005, the I nsti-
tutefor AmericanIndian Education (IAIE) at
theUniversity of New Mexico hosted atwo-
day workshop for Nativelanguage speakers.
Theworkshop was sponsored by the UNM’ s
Institute for Profes-
sional Development
andtheLinguisticln-
stitute for Native
Americans. Native
speakersrepresenting
seven different lan-
guages attended in-
cluding: Zuni, Acoma,
Isleta, Nambe, Santa
Clara, Santa Ana,
Cochiti, Mescalero
Apache, and Navajo.

Thirty participants
spenttwo dayslearn-
ingandpracticingvari-
ous strategies for
teaching Native lan-
guages, planninglan-
guagelessons, aswell
asbecomingskilledat
the process of language learning. All of the
individualsinattendancewerethosefromlocal
tribal communitieswho havetakenonthere-
spongi bility for teachingtheir Nativelanguagein
schoolsand tribal community language pro-
grams. Thetwo-day session also provided an

opportunity to discussissues and challenges
these teachers are facing in teaching Native
languagesinschools.

Oneof thehighlightsof theworkshopwas
having theteachersparticipateinlanguage
immersionteaching dem-
onstrations conducted
entirelyin Spanishby Dr.
RebeccaBlum Martinez
and in Keres by Ms.
Anne Ka-hee from Co-
chiti Pueblo. Following
these demonstrations,
Dr. Christine Simsfacili-
tated several activitiesin
which participantsfrom
the different language
groupswereassigned to
teach aparticular lesson
toalanguagegroup dif-
ferentfromtheirs. All of
theactivitiesweremeant
tobring agreater aware-
ness of their own teach-
ing practicesandto help
themunderstand theim-
portanceof using their respectivelanguages
exclusively during languagelearning activi-
ties. Futureworkshopsarebeing planned as
follow-upfor thisgroup aswell asfor new
participantswho may not have been ableto
attend thisfirst session.

NMABE

_
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Share your School's News about
Bilingual Multicultural Education!

The Cuba Public Schoolsoffersamaintenance bilingual education
programinitsthreedistrict schools: CubaHigh School, CubaMiddleSchool
and CubaElementary. Theprogram supportsboth SpanishandNavajo,
with Navajolanguageteachersat every school site. Recently, theparents
onthelndian Education Committeerequestedthat aNavajo classbeset up
for parentsand other community members. Atthehigh school, Navajo
studentsarebusy learningtodrumandsing. Twostudentshavebeensinging
theNational Anthemin Navajo at the basketball games. They also per-
formed in the Rotunda of the State Capitol Building during the recent
legislativesession. Additionally, studentshave prepared for theNative
AmericanLanguageArtsFestival that occursduringtheNM ABEbilingual
educati onconference. TheSpanishcomponent of themai ntenanceprogram
have prepared as well for the Spanish Spelling Bee being held at the
NMABE stateconference. Studentsinthe Spanishprogramhavea sobeen
cookingandlearningtofolk dance.

TheLasCrucesPublic Schools Bilingual/Migrant Dept. hasbeen
offeringavery effectiveprofessional devel opment opportunity entitled No
English Language Learner Left Behind (NELLLB): The Toolsto Make
It Happen, developed by Learning 24/7. Itincludestwo initial daysof
trai ningusi ngresearch-based pedagogy and androgogy and onefollow-up
day. Atthat session, participantsbringartifactsshowing how they imple-
mentedtheideas|earned fromtheframework tomoreeffectively meetthe
needsof EL L’ sintheclassroom. Theworkshopwill beofferedforthefourth
timethisacademicyear. Itisvery popular andfillsupimmediately asword
around the district isthat it is very useful and the ideas shared can be
implementedimmediately for thebenefit of al studentsby any committed
teacher. L CPSisa sodevel opingacadreof trainersprepared by Learning
24/ 7tocontinuethiseffort.

TheTaosM unicipal Schoolsoffersthefollowingnews:

e  TaosElementary School beganadua languageimmersionprogramfor
34Kindergartenstudentsthisschool year. Thetwoteachers—Nadine
VigilandMoally Martinez—havedoneanoutstandingjobingettingthe
programupandrunning. TheplanistobuildtheprogramtotheSthgrade
atthedementary level andthenwork onimplementingtheprogramat the
middleschool aswell.

e  TaosSchool Didtricthasreceivedmmigrantfundingtohe pnewly arrived
studentsfromMexicoandbeyond. Conductingtutorial ssessionsatthe
schools thedigtrict hashiredacommunity liaisontohel precruitsudents
andtherfamilies. Theliaisonwill providesupportfor our studentsasthey
gothroughtheTaosschool system. Thesestudentswill beanintegrd part
of thesummer school program.

e TaosMunicipa Schoolsrecently heldaparentmeetingfor dl familiesfrom
acrossthedigrict. Withthehd pof thecommunity liaisonover 300
parentsattended. Familiesbroughtfood, theKindergartenstudents
performedfor everyone, andthen participantsbrokeupby school for
informationsharingandwork sess onsontheneedsof thestudentsand
theirfamilies. Thedidtrictwasextremely pleasedwiththeparent/family
turnoutandthework sessions. A key ingredientfor parent participationis
seeingtheir childrenperform. Of course, foodbringseveryonetogether.

e  Dr.RosaHerrera, our Bilingua EducationDirector andtheDirector of
Ingtructionfor thedigtrictisone40expertsfromaroundtheworldwho
hasbeeninvitedtoatendtheRound TableinOxford, England. The
focusof thediscussonwill beonreading. Dr.Herreraisareading
specidisandlooksforwardtotheopportunity tointeractwithindividuas
fromaroundtheglobe. “1will leearnsomuchfromeveryone’ and“lam
excitedtobeabletoattendand shareour knowledgeonaninternationa
leve” saidDr. Rosa, assheisaffectionately cdled.

Artesia Bilingual Student Wins First
Place in Legislative Essay Competition

InconjunctionwithHispanic Cultural Day at thel egislatureon Feb.
8, 2005, legislatorsrecogni zed thewinnersof their statewidewriting
competitionat ajoint meeting of theHouseand Senate. Middleschool
and high schools were asked to submit essays on the topic, “What
Hispanic CultureMeanstoMe," writing about any event or contribution
by anindividual that had animpact onthem. Essayswereto betyped
and bebetween 3-6 pagesinlength. Attheelementary level, students
wereto submit ahand drawn art project. Thetop threeentriesin each
category were awarded ascholarship: $1,000 for 1st place, $500 for
second place, and $250for third place.

Y eseniaSanchez, asixthgrader at Artesial ntermediate School took
first placeinthemiddleschool scompetition. Y eseniastartedthemiddle
school as amonolingual speaker of Spanishandislearning Englishasher
second language. Shehasgood aural and reading comprehensionskills
inbothlanguages. Shesubmitted her winningfive-pageessay in Spanish,
includingreferences, anditwastranslatedto Englishfor thelegislators.
Sheisanavidreader and currently hasaccumul ated thethird highest
number of Accelerated Reading (AR) pointsintheschool. Shelovesto
read and hasread all of the Harry Potter books in Spanish and then
successfully read thefifthbook in English and passedthe AR quiz. She

will alsobeparticipatingintheDistrict’ sSpellingBee. Y esenia, wholives
inasmall rural community called L akewood or SevenRivers, getsonthe
busat 7:00 am to cometo school.

Theawardswere presented during ajoint legislative meeting. In
attendancewereDr. GladysHerreraGurul é, State Director of Bilingual
Education, Mr. Johnny Saiz of the Artesia schools, and Y esenia's
bilingual educationteacher, Ms. ElmaSamora. Her parentsand her two
sistersproudly participatedasY eseniareceived her $1,000 scholarship.
The Artesia Public Schools provided the family with the necessary
expensesto attend.

Middleschool winners
2nd: Daniel Moya--Our Lady of Annunciation, Albugquerque, NM
3rd: DianaMolina--Jefferson Middle School, Albugquerque, NM

Highschool winners
1st: Issac Martinez--Cobre, NM

2nd: AmandaWachter--LasCruces, NM
3rd: Gabel 6pez--Silver City, NM
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NMABE MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION

Registration for the conference, NMABE 2005, includes NMABE membership for one year (from NMABE state conference date to
next state conference date). If you did not attend the conference then you must complete and submit this application formto remain
on the NMABE mailing list. Regardless of when submitted, NMABE membership terminates with the subsequent NMABE
Conference. See Bylaws for details: http://mww.nmabe.net

Applicationfor: __New Membership __Renewa Membership
Membership valid for oneyear from receipt of application

Please check type of membership: __Active$30.00 __Associate $20.00 __Institutional $100.00

Please check category of membership: __Teacher __College Instructor __Administrator
__Consultant __College Student __Community Person
__Paraprofessional __ Other:

_ Retired __Full Time

Name: Address:

City: State: Zip:

Work Phone: Home Phone:

e-mail:

PAIDWITH: __Personal check # __Purchase Order # __District Check #

Make check payable to NMABE. Prepayment required.
TheNew MexicoAssociationfor Bilingual Education, P.O. Box 5190 Clovis, NM 88102-5190

http://www.nmabe.net/




