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New Mexico'svoicewill continueto
be heard as the National Association
for Bilingual Education(NABE) advo-
cates for language minority children
and bilingual education. David Brisefio, NMABE's Executive
Director, was elected to a three-year term of service on the
NABE executive board.

"Itistruly an honor and aprivilegeto be selected by my peers
to serve on the executive board of the National Association for
Bilingual Education. My desire is to work with other board
members in their continued efforts to keep NABE a strong
advocatefor bilingual educationinthiscounty." saidMr. Brisefio.
Hebeginshistermthissummer at thefirst NABE Board meeting,
July 6-8, 2007.

There has been acontinuum of leadership from New Mexico
atthenational level throughNABE. Dr. Rudy Chavez, president
eect for NMABE and Dr. Paul Martinez, Director of the Center
for theEducationof StudentsfromDiversePopul ations haveboth
beeninstrumentd inthisleadership, having served as Presidents
of NABE and as executive board membersin the past. David
Rogers, ExecutiveDirector of Dua LanguageEducationof New

Navajo Proficiency
Test Being Developed

The Navgjo Nation Office of Dine Language, Culture &
Community Affairs Task Forcehasbeen conducting ayear-long
projecttodevel opaNavajo LanguageProficiency Test underthe
leadership of Ms. DeloresNoble, aSenior Education Specialist,
working with teachers of Navgo language. She gates, “The
NavagjoL anguageAssessment Advisory Committeearehappy to
report that we will finish and finalize our assessment tool at the
Junemeeting. Thenext stepisto pilot thisassessment. To keep
theresearch astrue as possiblewe need to work with one school
and select onegradelevel. | believethird gradewould beagood
classtoresearch. At our meeting in Grantswe will identify the
classtopilottheassessmenttool.” SoitlookslikeNavgjoisonits
way to having atest that schools can pilot this coming year.

David Briseiio, NMABE Executive
Director, Elected to NABE Board

Mexico, and past NMABE presidents Dr. Elsy Fierro and Dr
Herman Garcia, have also been NABE board members.

David's vison for NABE is pertinent to the needs of the
studentsin New Mexico aswell asinthenation. Hesaid, "We
haveagresat opportunity toaddourinfluencetothereauthorization
of NCL B andtheimpact it hasonthedevel opment andimplemen-
tationof effectivebilingual programs. Wecannot affordtolet this
opportunity go by without strongly advocating for thosechanges
inthe law that take into account current research findingswhile
at thesametimehol ding educatorsaccountablefor theeducation
of all students.”

NMABE heartily congratulates and supports David in this
important professional endeavor.

Students
Shine
During
NMABE
Conference
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DLeNM Assists New Mexico with
Dual Language Programs
Implementation

Dud Language Education of New Mexico (DLeNM) is an educationa non-profit
that offers support to schools in the planning and implementation of dua language
education programs in New Mexico. With a staff of four for school year 2007-08,
DLeNM was ableto offer a
comprehensiblemenuof pro-
gramand professional devel-
opment offeringsfor thefirst
time ever. Responding to
requests from eight schoal
districts (Gadsden, T or C,
Clovis, Portales, Santa Fe,
LosLunas, Espafiola, West LasVegasand Albuquerque) and nearly three dozen New
Mexico Schools, during the 2007-08 school year, DLeNM was ableto: Host alLa
Sembra (New Program Planning) Retreat for nine school communities, an El
Enriquecer (Program Self-Evaluation) Retreat for 12 school communities; train over
120 classroom teachersin biliteracy devel opment and assessment; train 55 teachersin
the GLAD (sheltering protocol), and; offer 40+ teachersasummer critical ingtitute or
Dua Language Power Planning course.  In addition, over four dozen Dual Language
Overview presentations were offered to school, business and/or community groups
throughout the state seeking moreinformation on thisenrichment program. Andwith
strengthening dual language leadership, DLeNM hosted 40 school principals and
assigtant principalsin monthly study groupsin Central and Northern New Mexico.

Big Plansfor School Year 2007-08

In addition to the annual La Cosecha Conference (being held at the Hotel
Albuguerque in Old Town) and its on-going planning and self-evaluation retreats,
DLeNM will be focusing on a new “Los Puentes’, biliteracy development and
assessment project with schoolsin Northern, Central and
Eastern New Mexico.

The first annua “Las Semillas de La Cosecha: Dual
Language Family and Community Conference” will be
hosted in collaboration with our state parent organization,
NMABE, aswell as ENLACE and other sister organiza-
tions. Thisnew conferencewill be held on September 28,
2007 at the UNM Continuing Education North Building.

The most significant initiative for the new school year will beto hold program and
professional devel opment eventsindistinct geographical locationsthroughout thestate.
An El Enriquecer event is currently being planned for Eastern (Clovis) New Mexico
thisAugust. A Dua Language Power Planningevent will beorganizedin Espafiolathis
December, and DLeNM hopesto hold at least oneLa Sembra or El Enriquecer retrest
in Southern New Mexico for January or February of 2008. :

For moreinformationconcerningtheseandother DLeNM
program and professiona development offerings, please
visttheDLeNM Website: www.duallanguagenm.org. Y ou
may a socontact DLeNM eventsorganizer, Michael Garcia g

a events@duallanguagenm.org, or DLeNM Executive
Director, David Rogers at DvdRgrs@aol.com.
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PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

No. 31:1, Fall, 2006: October
(Pre-conferenceissue)
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