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NMABE Board Sets '06-'07 Goals

TheNMABE Board met
on July 19, 2006 in Albu-
querquetoestablishitsgoals
fortheyear. Incomingboard
membersincludeMs. Emily
Vigil - VicePresident; Mr.
WillardZuni - NativeAmeri-
can Rep., and Ms. Cynthia
Lopez - Parent Rep.

NMABE thanked outgoing
boardmembersfortherdedi-
cated service: Mr. Gabriel
Baca- Past President; Ms.
CeciliaSilentmanCarr - Na-
tiveAmericanRep.; andDr.
Ana Lee Maestas - Parent
Rep.

Thesummer meeting of -

feredtheopportunity for old
and new board membersto
work together toestablisha
Conference Theme for
NMABE 2007, prepare an
advocacy plan, and discuss
involvement in Language
Magazine's proposed Fo-
rumforLinguisticDiversity.

(Seerelated story below.)
IncomingPresident Dr. Julia
Rosal 6pez Emdliechaired
themeeting, offeringapro-
posed acourseof actionfor
consderationbyadl NMABE
boardmembersoverthenext
12months.

Language Magazine Proposes

Linguistic

Daniel Ward, editor of LanguageMagazine, iSpropos-

Diversity Forum

¢ Conservationof HeritageL anguages

ingthecreationof anumbrellaorgani zationfor national and
stateorgani zationsthat promotebilingual education, foreign
languageeducation, Englishlanguageacquisitionandmulti-
culturalism. TheForum wouldenableall proponentsof
linguisticdiversityinthecountry towork togetherinorder to
coordinateinitiativesthat maximizemultilingualisminthe
USA. Initial targetsfor promotionandsupportinclude:

¢ Bilingual Educationand Dual-L anguageEducation Pro-

grams
¢ Compulsory K-12 ForeignLanguageEducation

¢ Recognitionof multilingualismasanessentia assetinour
global society

" Associ ations, busi nesses, advocacy groupsand other
interested partiescanmeet to di scussand agreeoncommon
goalsand strategi eswithout theconstrai ntsof atraditional
membership-drivenassociation.” saidMr. Ward. All partici-
pating organizationswill appoint aliaison officer whowill
transfer informati onbetweentheparticipant organizationand
theForum. Meetingswill beconducted throughweb-based
services. Thewebsitewww.linguisticdiversity.orgwill be
launchedin September andall participantswill havetheability
topost detail sof theirideasandinitiativesfor feedback and
discussion. Theinitial live*webforum” isslated for mid-
October.

NMABE Honors Bilingual Education Leaders

NMABE recognized indi-
viduals throughout New
Mexico who, by their actions
and commitment, have made
a difference in the lives of
childrenwhoreceivebilingual
education services. National

Education Servicessponsored
the awards ceremony at the
NMABE conferencebanquet
inApril.

The Educational Assistant
of the Year Award recog-

nizes a community member

who is dedicated to helping
studentsintheclassroom. The
2006 NMABE award recipi-
entisJulie V. Holguin, ana-
tiveof New Mexico, bornand
raised in Las Cruces.
TheTedfilaTrujilloaward

is for a community member
who has made a significant
contribution to parental in-
volvement in Bilingual Edu-
cation programs. This year's
award recipient is Ms. Ruth
Valles from Clovis, New
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The Henry Pascual Teaching Excel-
lence Award was created to recognize
an outstanding teacher whose dedica-
tion and practice resembles the man
after who this award was named.

The 2006 NMABE Award recipient
is Beatrice Adriana Girdn, from Berna-
lilloElementary School.

The Bilingual Administrator of the
Year Award recognizes an administra-
tor that supportsthe bilingual education
program. Thisyear, NMABE honored
two recipients. Mr. Ken Mgjor of Las
Cruces and Ms. Dora Ortiz, of Albu-
querque.

TheUniversity Professor of the Y ear
Award recognizesan outstanding bilin-
gual education professor who teachesat
auniversity that offersacompletebilin-
gual education teacher preparation pro-
gram. Thisyear, this NMABE goes to
Dr. Leroy Ortiz of the University of
New Mexico.

The Matias |. Chacén Award was
named after the late state Senator and
created to recognize an individual who
has made significant contributions to
bilingual education at the state level.
The2006 awardee isDr.Miguel Encinias
of Albuquerque.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

La Cosecha Dual Language Con-
ference, November 8 —11, 2006 at
theHyatt Regency TamayaResortand
Spa, Santa Ana Pueblo, New Mexico

Information and Formsnow avail-
ableat: www.lacosecha?006.0org

UNM Spanish Department
Organizing Symposium on
Spanish as a Heritage
Language

On October 19-21, UNM'’ s Span-
ishdepartmentisorganizingasympo-
sium on Spanish as a Heritage Lan-
guagein Albuguerque. Thefirst day
will focusontheuniversity preparation
andthesecondandthethirdwill befor
teachersandadministratorsof Spanish
language/ Spani shbilingual education
programs. For moreinformationplease
contact MariaDoloresGonzales, As-
Sistant Professor and symposiumcoor-
dinator, mdgv@unm.edu, phone: (505)
277-4310, fax: (505) 277-3885.

/f

Mark Your Calendars!

NMABE State Bilingual
Education Conference

April 26-29, 2007
Embassy Suites Hotel
Albuquergue,

Conference information will be available by

N\
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