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New Funding Formula Threatens Bilingual

Education Programs

For the past 12 months, members of the New Mexico
Associationfor Bilingual Education(NMABE) anditsaffiliate
Dual Language Education of New Mexico (DLeNM) have
rai sed concernsabout theimpact of the lndependent Compre-
hensive Study of the Funding Formula for New Mexico
Schools conducted by the American Institute of Research of
Cadlifornia(AIR) on bilingual education programsinthestate.
The newly proposed school funding formula reinforces the
bilingual educationcommunity’ sconcerns.

The formula that will be proposed to the Legislature in
January includes funding to school districtsfor English Lan-
guage Learners (ELLS) in New Mexico. It will not include
funding for Hispanic, Native American and other students
presently participating in dual language, heritage language,
language revitalization, maintenance, and enrichment pro-
grams. ThisfundingformulathreatenstheBilingual Multicul-
tural Education Actwhichauthorizesfundingfor“linguistically
and culturally different students, including Native American
children and other students who may wish to participate”
(NMSA 22-23-6). In other words, all non-ELL students
currently receiving funding for bilingual education under the
law will no longer continueto do so.

New Mexico hasalong and proud history encouraging and
supportingbilingual multicultural education, particularly among
Hispanicand Native American populations. Funded under the
Bilingual Multicultural Education Act since 1974, bilingual
education programshaveallowed tensof thousandsof children
to retain and develop their heritage language and culture as
well ashelp ELL’ sacquire English. in 1989, theNew Mexico
L egidlature adopted House Joint Memorial 16 declaring New
Mexicoasan English Plusstate, theonly oneof itskindinthe
nation.

The new formula will change the way public schools are
funded in New Mexico, and thisthreatens the very existence
of bilingual multicultural educationinthestate. It proposesa
significant increase in funding to all schoolsin New Mexico
which membersof NMABE and DLeNM fully support. We
are opposed to the formula’'s lack of funding for all

In New Mexico

students currently served in dual language, heritage
language, language revitalization, maintenance, and en-
richment programs.

Theproposed formulathreatenshbilingual educationin New
Mexico because:
* Itproposesasingleformulawithfundsneither targetedfor
nor tied totheBilingual Multicultural EducationAct (BMEA).
e In place of providing for students currently receiving
bilingual education services in dua language, heritage lan-
guage, language revitalization, maintenance, and enrichment
programs, AIRwill provideaminimal weight of .099for only
ELLs participating in these programs. The current formula
funds all studentsat a.5 weight
*  Eventhe minimal resources distributed through the .099
weight in the formula does not guarantee that the funds will
actually beusedtoserveEL L sinbilingual education programs.

Itisimportant to notethat bilingua multicultura educationis
offeredtoschool districtsasan option. Currently 57 of 89 school
districtsin New Mexico choose to implement various bilingual
education model sauthorizedin statuteandtheregul ationsfor the
program. Theproposedformulawill distributefundingtodistricts
with ELLscurrently in bilingual education programsaswell as
those ELLsnot in program. (See table below).

Using 2007-2008 reportsfromthe Public Education Depart-

2007-2008
PED STARS REPORT
Bilingual Education/ELL Students

Current formula,
BMEA programs

Districts 57 89
Hispanic, Native

New formula

American and Other 25,064 0
non-ELL Students
ELL Students 32,537 61,171
Total 57,601 61,171
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ment STARS data base:

e 32,537 ELLscurrently in bilingual
programs would receive funding under
theformula.

e 25,064 non-ELLs would not; yet,
e 28,634 ELLsindistrictsthat do not
offer the program this year would re-
ceivefunding under the new formula. It
must be noted that there is no require-
ment to servethese ELLsinan ESL or
bilingual education programdesignedto
help them acquire English.

Funding Formula Process used
by AIR

AlIR used aprocessof public engage-
ment to gather information about the
goals and priorities for New Mexico's
public schools. As described on its
website (http://nmschoolfunding.org.)
publicinput was solicited inthreeways:
1. A targeted web-based survey of
principals, superintendents, representa-
tivesof teachers, and other key constitu-
ents. Thissurvey solicited input onwhat
these representatives consider priorities
for the New Mexico education system
and the means to achieve these priori-
ties.

2. Apublicly availableweb-based sur-
vey identical tothetargeted survey above
but directed more broadly to teachers,
parents, business officials and commu-
nity members.

3. A series of town hall meetings in
different regions of the state. These
town hall meetingswere to gather input
onwhat thepublicconsidersprioritiesfor
New Mexico’'s education system andto
create a forum for discussion on the
different components of the study.

Voices Not Heard in the Process

New Mexicoisarural statethat does
not guaranteeacomputer inevery home.
The town hall meetings were not well
publicized, beyondthelocal Englishlan-
guagenewspapers. Trandlationservices
were not advertised nor provided.
Chronology of Actions and
Advocacy

In June of 2006, the members of
boards of NMABE and DLeNM met to
discussthe progress of the new formula

study. Various members of the board
had been approached by individualsin
New Mexico regarding the public en-
gagement process.

There were many concernsraised by
the groups. For example:

e There was only one parent with
bilingual education expertise appointed
tothe AIR stakeholder panel. Thisindi-
vidual continually spoke out about the
lack of attentionto bilingual education.
e One teacher who had wanted to
bring non-English speaking parentsto a
town hall meeting had been told not to
bring them because there would be no
trandatorsavailable.

* Native American NMABE board
members were concerned that no Na-
tive Americans were on the Project Ad-
visory Panel, nor were these Native
Americans awareof town hall meeting
intheir communities.

e Aspreviously noted, limited access
to home based technol ogy restricted the
amount of input many Hispanics and
Native Americansprovided ontheweb-
based survey.

e Board membersfeltthat thevoiceof
bilingual studentsandtheir communities
had not been heard in the process of
gathering input on the formula. In fact,
very few, if any, of the board members
themsel vesknew about the study nor the
public engagement process.

As a result of these discussions,
NMABE and DLeNM board members
jointly preparedaletterto Dr. Jay Cham-
bers, Director of the AIR study, and to
Representative Rick Miera, chair of the
L egidlative Education Study Committtee
(LESC) voicingtheconcerns. Members
of both Boards did not receive a re-
sponse from Dr. Chambers until Sep-
tember; they felt the letter failed to di-
rectly address the concerns.

NMCSA meeting

Thefinal version of the formulawas
presented to the New Mexico Coalition
of School Administrators (NMCSA) at
their November 1 & 2, 2007 meeting.
L oretta Salazar, NMABE president and
representativeontheNM CSA, toldmem-
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REGISTRATION FORM
NMABE 36™ ANNUAL STATE CONFERENCE
April 10-12, 2008
The Embassy Suites Hotel Albuquerque, New Mexico

Name: Home Telephone: ()
Home Address:
Number and Street City State Zip Code
E-mail Address:
School / District Position /
Name: Grade:

REGISTRATION PROCEDURES: Registration form must accompany your check, money order or purchase order. Purchase order
must specify names of individuals to be registered and type of registration. Refunds will not be made after March 21, 2008
(applies to purchase orders as well as advance payments). PRE-REGISTRATION MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER
THAN February 29, 2008. Your conference payment will include NMABE membership and a subscription to Language Magazine.

PAID WITH:
[1 Personal Check [1 Purchase Order # [1 District Check #

PRE-REGISTRATION FEE:

Postmarked onl/or Before 0 Full..ooon $300 (] *StudentFull............... $ 100
February 29, 2008 ] One Day......... $225 [ *Student 1 Day............ $ 75
*Please include verification of full time student status
ON SITE REGISTRATION FEE:
Postmarked After O Full.....o... $325 (] StudentFull............... $125
February 29, 2008 1 One Day......... $250 [ Student 1 Day............ $ 100

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
NMABE 2008 CONFERENCE

SEND PAYMENT AND REGISTRATION FORMS TO:
NMABE Conference 2008
Attn: Rebecca Sanchez
10212 De Travis Rd. SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121

Visit the NMABE Website at: www.nmabe.net

Book your rooms now at the Embassy Suites Hotel!
The Host Hotel for the 36th Annual State Bilingual Conference!
Call 1-800-EMBASSY (1-800-362-2779) and make your reservations today.
Let them know that you are registering for the NMABE Conference!
You can also book your room on line at http://www.embassysuites.com/
You will need to use the “convention group code” BIL
Embassy Suites Albuquerque Hotel
1000 Woodward Place NE

April 10-12, 2008 Embassy Suites Hotel
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bersof the coalition that theformuladid
not account for all students currently in
thebilingual program. Another principal
concern of thebilingual education com-
munity isthat without any requirements
for the distribution and use of these new
funds, it is unlikely that they will be
dedicated to bilingual education pro-
grams.

Correspondence and contacts

In recent weeks, membersof NMABE
and DLeNM have sent lettersand supple-
mentary information on theimpact of this
formulaonthebilingual educationcommu-
nity tothelegidativetask force, knownas
the Project Advisory Panel (PAP), to
Representative Rick Miera, Chair of the
Legidative Education Study Committee,
RepresentativeMimi Stewart, Legidative
chair of the formula study committee,
Dennis Roch, Chair of the Public Educa-
tionCommission, Dick Poole, Co-Chair of
theFunding Task Force, and membersof
the LESC.

Special meeting

On Dec. 5, 2007, a smal group of
educators representing NMABE,
DLeNM, the State Bilingual Advisory
CommitteeandtheLinguigticInstitutefor
Native Americans(LINA) met with Rep-
resentative Rick Miera, Representative
Mimi Stewart,and BudMulcock, NMCSA
lobbyist to discuss the impact of the for-
mulaon current programs. Whiledistricts
with ELL students will receive funding,
includingthosethat donotimplementbilin-
gua education, the non-ELL studentsin
dud language, heritagelanguage, language
revitalization, maintenance, andenrichment
programswill not.

Unfortunately, Representative Stewart
felt the concerns of the bilingual commu-
nity were not warranted since the new
formula provides much more funding in

genera todl schools. Asprevioudy noted,
without any requirementsfor thedistribu-
tionof thesefunds, itisunlikely thewill be
dedicatedtobilingual educationprograms.
LESC meeting

NMABE and DLeNM board members
and morethan 100 parents, teachers, bilin-
gua educationdirectorsandschool admin-
istratorsfrom acrossNew Mexicowerein
attendance at Representative Mimi
Stewart's presentation on the formula to
theLESC on December 13, 2007. David
Rogers, Executive Director for DLeNM,
served as spokesperson for the group,
presenting questions and concerns to the
committee. Representatives of the bilin-
gual community provided the LESC a
packet of informationthat summarizedthe
community’ sconcernsand research done
that highlighted those concerns.

Of theLESC membership, fivelegida-
torsexpressed similar concernsand ques-
tioned the proposed formula's ability to
distribute adequate funding for bilingual
education programs and/or preserve the
Bilingual/Multicultural Act. They were
Rep. Mary Helen Garcia (Dofia Ana-34),
Rep. Thomas Garcia(Colfax, Guad., SM,
Mora, Taos-67), Rep. JohnHeaton (Eddy-
55), Rep. Ray Begaye (San Juan- 4), and
Senator Mary Jane Garcia (Dofia Ana
36).

PAP__meeting

On Tuesday Dec 18, 2007 members
of NMABE and DLeNM wereinvited to
the AIR Studies' Project Advisory Panel
(PAP) mesting to continue the conversa-
tion around our community’s concerns.
The PAP is important to this dialogue
because PAP members must give fina
approval ontheformulabeforeitisdrafted
intolegidation. ThePAPIlistenedintently
tothebilingual educationcommunity’ scon-
cerns and seemed interested in finding

some ol ution. However, no solution was
proposed. Instead, thegroupwasinvitedto
meet with them again on January 3,
2008. After this meeting, the organiza-
tionshopeto havesomeresolutiontothese
issues and a subsequent copy of thelegis-
lation for theformula. However, asthis
news etter goesto press, theissuesremain
unresolved.

NMABE and DLeNM will continueto
work diligently in the upcoming weeksto
ensurethat the new formulapreservesthe
Bilingual Multicultural EducationActand
guarantees funding is directed to all stu-
dentscurrently inthe program throughout
the State.

Asyoufinishreading thisstory, please
plan to speak out for these critical issues
locdly to parents, colleagues and most
importantly to those representatives and
senatorselected to serveyou. Our collec-
tive message needsto be:

e Guarantee that the new funding for-
mula distributes funding for al students
servedinbilingua education programs.

e Preserve New Mexico's Bilingual
Multicultural EducationAct.

A cal or letter to your senator/repre-
sentativeisimperativeat thispoint. Legis-
lators must respond to their congtituents.
Infact, lettersfromindividual constituents
(you) have far more impact than commu-
nicationsfromyour respectiveprofessiona
organi zation. Remember that youvoteand
elect your representativein order for them
to speak and act for you.

Updates on the work being done on
thesecritical issueswill beposted onthe
following websites: http://
www.nmabe.net, and http://
www.duallanguagenm.org/air.htmi
Continue to check these sites in the
upcoming weeks of the 30-day legisla-
tive session.
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