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Rio Rancho Bilingual Education Teacher
Mexico Teacher of the Year

Named New

On Nov. 4, 2009, Public Education
Secretary VeronicaC. Garcia announced
that Blythe Turner of RioRancho Elemen-
tary School was named the 2008-09 New
Mexico Teacher of the Year.

Blythe has been aBilingua Education
teacher for six years and is the Native
American liaison in Rio Rancho Public
Schoals. She will represent New Mexico
at the Nationa Teacher of the Y ear hon-
oring ceremony.

“The New Mexico Public Educeation
Department isproud to have awonderful,
caring professional asour representativein

the national competition,” said Secretary
Garcia. “She beat out a strong field of
candidates.”

“1 pride myself on my efforts to in-
crease my knowledge and, in turn, in-
crease my power as an educator,” said
Blythe. “| aspire to bestow upon my stu-
dentsadriveto becomea lifelong learner
and to share their knowledge with others.
All students should be proud of who they
are and where they come from, and have
the opportunity to sharetheir heritageand
individuaity withothers.”

BarbaraBruce, principa at RioRancho

Elementary, said that Blythe hasa strong
multicultural perspective, setshighexpec-
tations for her students and is highly re-
spected by her colleagues for her exper-
tise

“She possesses a vast level of knowl-
edgeinshelteredinstructionandlanguage
acquisition, andiscommittedtoinvolving
her studentsingoal settinganddatastudy,”
said Bruce.

The New Mexico Teacher of the Y ear
Program recognizes excellence in teach-
ing, and Ms. Blythewill berecognized by

Continued on page 2

Register Now for Upcoming Professional
Development and Legislative Activities

Best Practices for English Language
Learners

Much research is available on how to best instruct students
who are underachieving in the curriculum. English language
learners (ELLS) are often part of this group; some need a bit of
specia language and content support, others need much more.
Thedifficulty liesinstructuringthecurriculumsothat al students
can benefit.

NMABE hasdesigneditsannual Bilingua Educeators’ Indtitute
aroundthiscompelling challenge. Itisonewhichmany educators
face daily in the schools of New Mexico.

Thelnstitutewill inform participantsabout effectiveteaching
strategies for Hispanic and Native American ELL students.
Research has shown these strategies are valuable instructional
tools for dl teachers — elementary, middle, secondary ---
including Titlel, and Special Education teachers. Aboveall, the
Institutewill beparticularly beneficid for educatorsin Schoolsin
Need of Improvement.

ThePriority Schools Bureau of the NMPED will open upthe

Continued on page 2

Bilingual Education Day at the State
Legislature

Bilingual EducationDay atthe StateL egidaturewill beheldon
January 30, 2009. Thisannua event helpsinformlegidatorsand
the generd public about Bilingual Education programsin New
Mexico. Itisalsogiveshilingua educatorstheopportunity toget
toknow and updatetheir |egisatorsabout thelocal programsand
their successes. Because it's important that your legislator be
made aware of the wonderful bilingual instruction provided to
studentsinhis/her district, NMABEencouragesyoutoinviteyour
legidator to cometo your school and see your program.

NMABE & so encouragesschool districtsto set up displaysat
the Capitol that highlight all the good work studentsaredoingin
Bilingua Educationthroughoutthestate. Thisyear, NMABEhas
been able to secure 24 table spacesin the East and West wings
of the Rotunda. Plan on being there!

Student entertainment will occur during the noon hour inthe
Rotunda of the State Capitol Building. After that, a press
conferencewill informthemediaof theNo Child Left Behind

Continued on page 4
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NMABE 2009 State Spanish Spelling Bee Scheduled

TheNMABE State Spanish Spelling Bee
will beheldon Saturday, April 18,2009at the
National Hispanic Cultural Center in Albu-
querque. Registration for the event will be-
ginat8:30amand beginpromptly at 9:30am.

Therewill be aspecial eventsluncheon
honoring the Spanish Spelling Bee partici-
pantsandtheir parentsfrom 12:00-1:30p.m.
Each participant will receivethree(3) compli-
mentary tickets. Additional luncheon tick-
etswill beavailablefor saleat $45 per person
and must be purchased prior to the event.

The district information is due in the
NMABE officeonMarch27,2009. Mail or fax
itto:

NMABE State Spanish Spelling Bee

P.0.Box 5190

Clovis,NM 88102-5190

Thefax numberis; 505-769-0742.

Spelling BeeBooklet

NMABE isin the process of developing
a new list of words for the State Spanish
Spelling Bee. It will be ready for district
winnersto sudy from beforethe state event.
Inthemeantime, NM ABE recommendsthat
districts use the old list for local competi-
tions.

Thenew word list isbeing devel oped by
Fernando Martinfrom the Spanish Resource
Center. The new booklet will be ready for
downloadfromthelnternetin January, 2009.

Itisrecommendedthat eachdistrict care-
fully follow therulesand guidelinesoutlined
in the spelling bee booklet.

NMABE thanks each and every school
district foritssupport of and participationin
this noteworthy statewide event.

For questions and/or more information,
youmay contact David Brisefio at 575- 309-
3599 or at nmabe@suddenlink.net.

Continued from page 1 - Teacher

Secretary GarciaandtheNew MexicoPublic
Education Commission (PEC) at their De-
cember 11, 2008 meetingin SantaFe.

Thirteenschool districtsnominated teach-
ers for this recognition. The finalists were
LaurieLevine-Rowenfrom Creative Educa-
tionPrep Institute#1 in Albuquerque, Fancy
KarnesfromRio GrandeElementary inBelén,
Beatrice A. Girdn from Roosevelt Elemen-
tary School inBernalillo, Michael Dean Th-
ompsonfrom BloomfieldHigh School, Renie
Smith from Clovis High School in Clovis,
HelenC. Salazar fromHernandez Elementary
inEspafiola, Karen Nouguesfrom Chaparral
High School in Gadsden Independent
Schools, Victoria Flynn from Rio Grande
ElementaryinHatchValley, BeatriceOrnelas
Acosta from Ofiate High School in Las
Cruces, Scott B. Johnson from Barranca
MesaElementary inLosAlamos, GinaK asky
from Ann Parish Elementary in Los Lunas,
and Patricia A. Romero from Ortiz Middle
School in Santa Fe.

The National Teacher of the Year Pro-
gramisadministered by the Council of Chief
State School Officers(CCSSO). TheNational
Teacher of the Y ear ischosen from the state
Teachersof the'Y ear by anational selection
committee representing the major national
education organizations. For moreinforma-

tion, visit http://www.ccsso.org/projects/
National_Teacher_of the Year.

Continued from page 1 - Institute

conference with a presentation on how to use
the EPSSto target interventions, especially
forELLs.

Next, the presenters will use the New
Mexico Public Education Department’s
(NMPED) new Response to Intervention
manual, published by the NMPED and en-
titled the Student Assistance Team and the
Three-Tier Model of Student Intervention
(SAT Manual), as the lens to present best
practices. Englishlanguagelearnersneedto
be successful in Tier 1 instruction; to do so
means that all teachers must know and use
the teaching strategies that research has
shown works best for ELL students. The
uniform and consistent used of these strat-
egiesbenefitsall students, but iscrucial for
ELLs. Usingthe SAT manual asaguide, but
going beyond its contents, the presenters
will elaborate on best strategies and inter-
ventions for English language learners.

TheInstitute is co-sponsored by the Bu-
reau of Bilingual Mulitcultural Education of
theNMPED.

Registration Details

Location: Hotel Santa Fe, 1501 Paseo de
Peralta(L ocated at theintersection of Cerril-
los and Paseo de Peralta)
Date: January 29, 2009
RoomRates: $60- Double, $75- Junior Suite
Reservation Deadline: JANUARY 7,2009
Contact Information:

Telephone 1-800-825-9876

Fax: 505-984-2211

Continued on page 4
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Navajo Language Assessment Piloted

by Hondo Louis
Public Information Officer
Department of Diné Education

“The Navajo language has been taught for over 30 yearsin
some schools,” said Eddie Tso, “without any Navajo Nation-
endorsed, standardized instrument to actually test students on
their language proficiency.” Tso is Program Supervisor of the
DinéL anguage, Cultureand Community Servicesprogramatthe
Department of Diné Education in Window Rock, Arizona. He
adds,“ Andif we' regoingtorevitalizeour language, thenweneed
some form, some way of determining whether or not these
students are actudly learning the language. This piloted assess-
mentisthetool that will determineNavajolanguageproficiency.

Inschool year 2007, theNavajo Nation, inaproject supported
and co-funded by theNew Mexi co Public Education Department,
piloted aNavajolanguage assessmentin six New Mexico public
schoolsinAlbuquerque, Bloomfield, Central Consolidated, Farm-
ington, Gallup McKinley, and Grants/Cibolaschool digtricts. In

July, 2008, the assessment was recommended for approval and
implementation.

"Onceitisapproved by _ _
theBoardof Educationand &
the Education Committee FE\\ \ :
of theNavajoNationCoun- P\ ‘ J
cil,thenextstep,” said Tso, § v b2
"istotrain teachersonthe : W
assessment and adopt it . e -
While some schools have
implemented the assess-
ment aready, full imple-
mentation is planned for
school year 2009-10."

“Inthefuture, we hope
that it will not be just in

Eddie Tso, Program Supervisor
dgnernayg:hodsbmag) and Carol Thomas, Administrative

Assistant, of Diné Language,
Culture and Community Services

inal other grades—K-12,"
sad Tso.

Governor Bill Richardson Unveils Navajo
Language Textbook in Gallup and Farmington

On October 24, 2008, Governor Bill Richardson traveled to
Gallup High School and Farmington High Schoal to talk with
studentsand Navaj ol eadersabout thefirst Navaj otextbook, Diné
Bizaad Binahoo'aah (Rediscovering the Navajo Language).
Thisisthefirsttimethat atext writtenby aNavajoauthor hasbeen
adopted as atextbook for teaching the Navajo language.

The textbook written by Dr. Evangeline Parsons Y azzie,
Professor of Navagjo a Northern Arizona University, and Dr.
Margaret Speas, Professor of Linguistics at University of Mas-
sachusetts was adopted as a state approved textbook in July.
School didtricts are now conducting their own reviews and
selectionsof new textsthat will beinthe classroom beginningin
the 2009-2010 school year. Both the Gallup and the Farmington
school districts have begun to use the new textbook this school
year.

“I thank Dr. Parsons Y azzie and Dr. Speasfor your commit-
ment tothisprojectandfor your dedicationto helpingpreservethe
Navgjo language,” said Governor Richardson. “One of my first
acts as Governor was to sign the state’s Indian Education Act,
whichamongotherthings, callsfor culturally relevantingtructiona
materials and preserving native languages. Y our textbook is a
commitment to our Native American studentsand theto Navagjo
Nationthat your languagewill continue.”

Governor Richardson wasjoined at the news conferences by
Secretary of Education VeronicaC. Garcia, Secretary of Indian
Affairs Alvin H. Warren, Navagjo leaders and state legidators.
Also, students talked about their experiences using the new
textbook.

“Withthistextbook, Navajostudentswil | havetheopportunity
to understand the history of their family and culture while
improving their academic achievement,” said Secretary Garcia
“Reading scores for Native American students have increased
6% over thelast four years. We have a so increased the number
of Native American teachers and administrators by 15% in the
last four years. Language is the key to education goals, and Dr.
Parsons Y azzie and Professor Speas have provided a resource
for students to better understand language and cultural founda:
tions”

“New Mexico has made great stridestowardsimproving the
quality of educationfor Indian studentsinthestateand providing
competitiveaccesstoeconomicopportunity and prosperity,” said
Secretary Warren. “Dr. Parsons Y azzie and Professor Speaks
have made ahuge contribution to the preservation of the Navajo
language, agift to future generations.”

Eight Native American languages are taught in New Mexico
public schools, with over 5,000 students in Navago language
classes. The textbook will provide resources to teachers of
Navgjo language; it also supports the 2007 amended Indian
EducationAct, whichcalsforensuringculturally relevantinstruc-
tiona materials.

Spanish Immersion Institute

The one-week total Spanish immersion preparation for
“Prueba” at NMHU-Las Vegas will take place on June 21-
28, 2009. For further information contact Dr. L oretta Sal azar
at 505-454-3535 (Isalazar @nmhu.edu) or Dr. Jayni Flores at
505-454-3146 (ljflores@nmhu.edu).
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Library Bond B Passes

OnNovember 4, 2008, New Mexicovoterspassed Bond B, whichwill provide
for General Obligation Bonds to fund $11 million for New Mexico’s publicly-
supportedlibraries(i.e., $2millionfor triba librariesand $3millioneachfor school
libraries, collegelibrariesand publiclibraries). Thevotewas52%fortheBondand

Continued from page 2 - Institute

Internet email: stay @hotel santafe.com
Booking#: 1044Y T, New Mexico Associationfor
Bilingud Education

48% against. Thankstoall whovoted for thisand to Adrian Sandoval for hishelp

in promoting thisfunding effort!

Annual ALDI Institute: A 30-Year Tradition of Speaking
from the Heart

The30th Annual American I ndian Language Devel opment
Institute(ALDI) will beheldat theUniversity of Arizona, June
8- July 2,2009. AILDI 2009 will offer avariety of classes,
specia presentations, workshops and a symposium to help
celebrate its 30-year commitment to indigenous language
education. Itwill beheldat theUniversity of Arizona. Priority
RegistrationdeadlineisMarch 11, 2009. For moreinformation,
gotohttp://www.u.arizona.edu/~aildi.

Continued from page 1 - Legislative Activities

Titlelll Incentive Awards. Theseawardsaregiventoschools
that have been successful in teaching ELL students through
Bilingual Educationand ESL approaches. ThePublic Educa-
tion Department will present the awardsto school, parent and
district representatives from 1:00 to 2:00 pm. Afterwards,
NMABE andtheBilingual Multicultural Education Bureau of
the NMPED will host aspecial luncheon for parents, students
and principals of these schools.

Registration forms for the student entertainment and dis-
trict displays at the Capitol Rotunda can be found at http://
www.nmabe.net.

Don't Bilingual Mulhcultural

Sept. 24-26, 2009
Embassy Suites Hotel
Albugquerque, NM

For more information
visit the website at
www.nmabe.net
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