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New Mexico Community Forum on Immigration
Policy Held in Santa Fe

Throughtheeffortsof variousorgani-
zations,includingNMABE, thefirst-ever
New Mexico Community ForumonIm-
migration policy washeld on September
28, 2006 in Santa Fe, NM. During the
summer, Congressheldfield hearingson
immigration reform in every southern
border state except New Mexico. New
Mexico hasalong history of taking bold
stepstointegratetheimmigrant commu-
nity intothecultural,economic, andcivic
life of the state. This forum was orga-

nized to ensurethecommunitiesof New
Mexico would have the opportunity to
engageinthisnational dialogue.
Atthisfirst and unprecedented event,
New Mexico’ scongressional delegation
and other state elected officials had the
opportunity to hear directly from their
constituents on the subject of immigra-
tion reform. Many policy makers, law
enforcement officials, community mem-
bers, and labor, faith and business |ead-
erswere in attendance and shared their

viewson stateand federal policiesthat
touch onimmigrationincluding legal-
ization proposals, drivers licenses,
health and housing services, educa-
tional benefitsforimmigrants, militari-
zation of New Mexico’'s border, and
the proper role of state and local law
enforcement in addressing immigra-
tion matters.

NMABE President Julia Rosa L 6-
pez Emsliedelivered NMABE'sposi-
tion statement. (See page four .)

Bernalillo Schools
Holds “Affirming

Diversity” Conference

Dr.CarlosAbeyta, Director of theBerndillo
SchoolsBilingual Multicultural Programorga
nizedthedistrict’ s* Affirming Diversity” con-
ference on October 237,

Of the3000studentsintheBerndilloPublic
Schools, 45 percent are Hispanic, 42 percent
Native American, and 8 percent Caucasian.
Eighty-fivepercent (85%) of thestudent popu-
lationcomefromahomeenvironmentwherea
language other than English is spoken and 59
percent of these studentshave beenidentified
as English Language Learners (ELL). “Our
students cometo school with adiverselearn-
ing stylerooted inrich cultural traditionsand
ways of life. We must acquire multicultural
strategies that use the rich student experi-
ences as resources for further learning.” said
Dr. Abeyta.

The district tapped the rich resources and
expertise of its own teachers, program direc-
tors and administrators in offering the wide
range of topics on language, culture, and
teaching practices.
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NMABE State Bilingual Education Conference

2007 April 26-28, 2007
Embassy Suites Hotel
Albuquerque, New Mexico
_— formoreinformation visitour site at www.nmabe.net

NMABE Hosts January Legislative & Training Activities

Mark your calendar st NMABEwill hogtitsannual Bilingual Educatorsinstituteand Bilingual
EducationDay attheNew MexicoL egidatureon January 30- 31, 2007in SantaFe, NM. Thelngtitute
will beheldat theHotel SantaFeon CerrillosRoad. Thehotel hasreserved roomsfor participants
at aspecial conferencerate of $55.00 - Standard room and $70.00 - Junior Suite.

Activitieswill indudethelngtitute onthe30thal day andBilingual EducationDay et thel egidature
onthe314. AtthattimeNMABEencourages school districtstosharestudentwork withthegenera
publicat theState Capitol andtaketimetovisitlegidators. Thereisalsoapressconferenceplanned
with student entertainment during the noon hour inthe Rotunda. Look for more information
coming soon to the NMA BE website, www.nmabe.net

35Years: Bridging the Generations through Language

35th Annual State Bilingual Education Conference
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CALL FORPRESENTATION-PROPOSAL FORM
Please type or print carefully. Deadline for submission:
Friday, December 15, 2006

A. Title: =
B. Name(s) and affiliatioons of presenter(s): (List contact person first.) ‘ E I N Otl C I e ro ‘
1.

> El Noticiero is published quarterly with

monthly inserts by Language Magazine
3. and providesinformationoncurrent affairs
4 concerning the education of language mi-
nority persons in New Mexico and the

C. AddressofContactPerson: United States,
: : P.O.Box5190
Number and Street City  State Zip Clovis,New Mexico88102-5190

www.nmabe.net
D. TelephoneNumberofContactPerson: ()

Editor RoyE.Howard

) rhoward@wnmu.org
E. ContactPerson's E-mail Address: Associate Editor

Mary Jean Habermann L 6pez
maryjeanhl @msn.com

F. Description: (50 word description for program. Descriptions exceeding | ‘
50 words will be edited.)

2006- 2007 NMABE BOARD
Dr.JuliaRosal 6pez Emdie President

Dr.LorettaSdazar President Elect

RosdindaCarednAltamirano  Past President

Emily Vigil VicePresdent

Dr. Roy Howard Seoretary

G. Place an "X" before the type of presentation: Marlene Padron Treasurer
Cynthia Lopez Parent Rep.

) _ TeresaDurdn Dual LanguageEd. of NM Rep.

( )Demonstration (1 hour) ( )Paper (1 hour) ( )Poster Session (2 Dr. Luis"Nacho" Quifiones  So. Consortium
hours) Dr. CarlosAbeyta No. Consortium

()Symposium (Zhours)  ()Workshop (Z2hours) Willard Zuni Native American Rep.

Dr.GladysHereraGurulé ~ NMPED Rep.

H. Language of presentation:
STARF

DavidBrisefio Executive Director
‘May Jean Habermann Asoc. Dir.

AV EqU i pment needs: aliroomswill beequipped with an overhead projector and screen and one corded microphone
atnocost. NMABEis nolonger offering rental computer systems for usein presentations. If you need to useacomputer and/

orother AV equipment for your presentation, you must bring one or personally make arrangements to rentone. Presenters PU BL | CATl ON SCH EDU |_ E

will beresponsible for the costs and arrangements for any other equipment needed for their session(s) NMABE will not be

handling any audio visual equipment orders. A conference vendor for such equipment will be enlisted but has not been No. 31 1, FaII, 2006 Oct.

selected. We will provide contact information for this vendor in notifications letters for accepted proposals. .
(Pre-conferenceissue)

No. 31:2, Winter, 2007: January
(Board News, Bilingual Education Day,

Return completed form to: NMABE State Conference, 2007 Call to Action)
P.0O. Box 5190, Clovis, NM 88102-5190 No. 31:3 Spring, 2007: April
ore-mailto: nmabe@plateautel.net (Conference Edition)
The primary presentor will receive a complimentary registration. No. 31:4 Summer, 2007: August
All co-presenters must pay the one-day ($200) pre-registration fee. (Summer Activities, Institutes)

Inserts offer monthly news

35th Annual State Bilingual Education Conference 35 Years: Bridging the Generations through Languages
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REGISTRATION FORM

NMABE 35th ANNUAL STATE CONFERENCE
April 26-28, 2007
The Embassy Suites Hotel Albuquerque, New Mexico

Name: Home Telephone: ( )

Home Address:

Number and Street City State Ai- Code
E-mail Address:
School District Position/
Name: Grade:

REGISTRATION PROCEDURES: Registration form must accompany your check, money order or purchase order. Purchase order
must specify names of individuals to be registered and type of registration. Refunds will not be made after April 6, 2007 (applies
to purchase orders as well as advance payments). PRE-REGISTRATION MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN March 13,
2007. Your conference payment will include NMABE membership and a subscription to Language Magazine.

PAID WITH:
____Personal Check # Purchase Order # District Check #

PRE-REGISTRATION FEE:
Postmarked on/or Before __Full...............$275 ____*StudentFull............... $ 100

March 3, 2006 ___OneDay......... $200 ____*Student 1 Day............ $75
*Please include verification of full time student status

ON SITE REGISTRATION FEE:
Postmarked After ___Full...............$300 ____Student Full............... $ 115
March 3, 2006 ____One Day......... $225 ____ Student 1 Day............ $ 100

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
NMABE 2007 CONFERENCE

SEND PAYMENT AND REGISTRATION FORMS TO:
NMABE State Conference, 2007
P.O. Box 7788
Albuquerque, NM 87194

Visit the NMABE Website at: www.nmabe.net

Book your rooms now at the Embassy Suites Hotel! The Host Hotel for 35th Annual State
Bilingual Conferencel!
Call 1-505-245-7100 and make your reservations today.
Embassy SuitesAlbuquerque Hotel
1000 Woodward Place NE
Let them know that you are registering for the NMABE Conference!

35Years: Bridging the Generations through Language 35th Annual State Bilingual Education Conference
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NEW MEXICOASSOCIATIONFORBILINGUAL EDUCATION
In support of a comprehensive immigration reform
and against English-only amendments

TheNew MexicoAssociationfor Bilingual Education(NMABE) strongly opposesboththeHouseand Senateimmigrationreform
bills. Thebillsdo not addresstheneed to provide meansfor legalization for undocumented personsinthecountry. Furthermore, their
provisionswouldtear familiesapart. Thehbillsal soincludeprovisi onsthat woul d makeEnglishtheofficia languageof theUnited States.

NMABE believesthat thereisno needto make Englishtheofficial languageof thecountry sinceitisclearly theofficia language.
We do not want New Mexico to go theway of states such as Californiaand Arizonathat have passed English-only lawsthat have
prohibitedtheuseof other languages, suchasSpanish, toddliver instructioninthepublicschool s. Theresultsof theselawshavecreated
problemsfor teachers and school administratorsthat clearly know that the best way for childrento learn Englishisthrough the use
of their native language.

InNew Mexicobilingualismand bilingual educationhavebeeninexistencesince 1848 duringtheTerritoria PeriodwhenEnglish
was added asthe eighth language spoken in what we know today as New Mexico. At thistime English and Spanish were used for
instructionin privateschoolsandlater inpublic schools. The 1912 Constitutional so providessevera articlesthat maintainabilingual

citizenry. So historically New Mexico has always been a state where multilingualism has been val ued and encouraged.

IN 1969 thelegidature passed SB 270that had asitsgoal to maintainthelanguageand cultureof thechildren of thestate. Thiswas
thefirst statebilingual educationlaw in New Mexicoandinthe United States. In 1971 thelegid ature passed SB 155 dlocating funds
for bilingual education programsin the state. Since then the number of programs hasincreased significantly.

Theval ueof bilingualismhasbeendocumented both asan academi cand aneconomi casset. M onolingual English speaking parents
haverecognized the advantagesfor their children becoming bilingual. Two-way dual language programshavebecomevery popular
and arein great demand. Because of the nature of the program, two di stinct |anguage popul ations, immigrant students have become

anintegra part of these programs.

The membersof NMABE, al educators, strongly support theimmigrant population in the state and the school sand believe that
immigrant studentsenrichtheeducation of al students. Thesestudentsadd anew languageand culturetotheschool setting. Inaddition
their familiesbecome active contributorsto their communities.

News from New Mexico State University syor. MariaMercado, Assoc. Prof.

Ten undergraducte New Mexico State
Universty students recently underwent ex-
amination of their Spanish language profi-
ciency by virtueof taking Prueba. Dr. Maria
Mercado, Dr. Luis Huerta Charles and Dr.
Elva Reza Lopez (faculty a2 NMSU) con-
ducted three practice sessonsfor sudentsin
order to prepare for the Prueba exam. The
practice sessons were a follow up to the
Spanish Language Immersion Indituteheld
on the NMSU campus over the summer in
which studentsspent anintensiveweek con-
centrating on supporting Spanish language
academic regigers of the dementary dass
room setting, including reading, writing and
speskingexperiences Inaddition, they exam-

ined Spanish language variation commonto
the southern and Northern areas of New
Mexico. Students dso were fortunate to
attend the Centro Cultural de Mesilla in
which they got to meet and converse (in
Spanish) withDeniseChavez, internationaly,
nationalyandlocaly renownedauthor. They
culminated their indtitute with a vigt to the
Museo de la Aduana and the Cathedrd in
Cd. Judrez. Ontheir way to Cd. Juarez, they
were dso treated to avist to Cinco Puntos
Press, and learned about the editorid and
publication processof children' sliteraturein
Spanish. All indl, agreat week of intensve
learning, and ingpiration revolving multiple
historica and cultura dimensionsof thebor-
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Reading FirstFocusesonELL's
New Mexico Reading Firstisdelivering a

“mini-ingtitute’ onNov 28and29attheTamaya

ResortinBerndillo that will focusonELL’s.

ContactLizaRad, PED (liza.ragl @state.nm.us)

for moreinformation. Topicsand speakers::

 Sailingthe Seven C's’ Comprehension,
Connections, Conversation, Classroom mg,
etc. Sharon Gatti-Carson

e “Teachingand Reaching ThemAll...The
Next Steps’ strategiesto help meet the
needs of culturally and linguistically di-
verse students. Elisabeth Nixon

e Comprehensive Reading Instruction and
Academic Language Development —Es-
sential for Successin School. Lupina
Vela

e jVamosaleer en espafiol! Dr. Julia Rosa
Emdie
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